he 


—~; 











NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER. 





Taino series. No, 11—Von. Vi.] 


BALTIMORE, MAY 13, 1826. [Vor. XXX Wuowe No. 165 








THE PAST—THE PRESENT—fOR THE FUTURE. 





EDITED AND PUBLISHED BY H. NILES, aT $5 PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 








5 }°The various interesting matters before con- 
gress claim precedence over all others, and leave| 
but little room for any thing else. Besides, many 
highly interesting and valuable documents are lying 
on our files: but we shall soon have time and room to 
dispose of most of them, as Congress will rise on the 
22nd. We shall especially attend to reports of the 
committees and from the different departments, and 
arrange them fof easy reference, when required. 


Mr. Jerreitsox. We have not approved of any 
of the propositions to raise money for the relief of 
the author of the Declaration of Independence, ex- 
cept inthe way in which he himself has expressed a 
willingness to be relieved—supposing that we acted 
in perfect accordance with his secret wishes, if any 
he has, on the subject: but we observe that in New 
York, and elsewhere; it is proposed to purchase tick- 
ets in the lottery for the disposal of his property, 
and burh them on the 4th of July! This cannot, we 
should suppose, be other than pleasing to our venera- 
ble friend—and, certainly, is thé happiest scheme 
ye! thought of, to afford the relief needed and pay a 

eautiful compliment to One who, on that day, fifty 
years before, was at his post, “dnd pledged his life, his 
fortune and his sacred honor” in support of the de- 
claration, that “these states were, and of right ought 
to be, free, sovereign and independent.” 





_ Mr. Gatziatim has been appointed, by the presi- 
dent and senate, minister to England, in the place 
of Mr. King, resigned, because of bad health. This 
appointment, we think, will afford almost universal 
satisfaction. No men inthe United States are more 
capable of arranging, and managing, the impor- 
tant and delicate matters that exist for negotia- 
tion between the British and ourselves, as Mr. King 
was, and Mr. Gallatin is. They are veterans in di- 
plomacy, and well versed in every branch or de- 
partment of the business about which negotiations 
are expected to take place. 

Mr. Tuomrson, a member of congress from Penn- 
sylvania, has been invited, at a public meeting of the 
eitizens of Washington, to sit for his portrait, to be 
placed in the City Hall, in testimony of the grateful- 
ness of the people towards him, for his exertions to 
ameliorate and improve the condition of the prisons 
of the district. A very respectable committee was 
appointed to wait upon him with the resolutions. 


Supkeme count. The senate has confirmed the 
appointment of judge Trimble, of Kentucky, to be an 
associate judge, in the place of judge Tod, dec. 


TRAVELLING. The secmingly-presumptive declara- 
tion made by Oliver Evans, in the presence of the 
editor of ihis paper when a boy, (in 1790 or 1791), 











that ‘‘the man was then living who would see the 
Ohio and the Mississippi covered with steam boats, | 
and that the child was born who would travel from! 
Philadelphia to Boston in one day,” is rapidly ap- 
proaching fulfilment. The journey from Philadel- 
phia to New York is now made in less than ten honrs, 
and from New York to Boston in twenty-three hours 
and twenty-two minutes. The other part ofthe pro- 
phecy was long since completed. 
You. XXX,——1} 1. 








_ The steam boat Pioneer, has made the trip from 
Shippingport to New Orleans and back, in nineteen 
days—four of which she lay in the port of New Or- 
leans!—so the passages down and up were made in 
fifteen days! If any one had said this was possible 
to man, thirty years ago—we should have been ready 
to send him to a mad-house. 


_Roap to Mexico. S treaty with the Great and 
Little Osage Indians is published, by which they cede 
aright to the United States of making and keeping 
a road thrcugh their lands, which shall ever be free 
for the use of the people of the Unied States and of 
the Mexican republic. Goods, or money, to the 
value of $800 were given to them [for this cession. 
The treaty is signed by Ca-he-ga-wa-tonega [Foolish 
chief} Ca-he-ga-wash-im-pee-she [Bad chief}, &c. 


Inpians. A general removal of the Indians, from 
the whole state of Missouri, is sow nearly accom- 
plished. The Kansas have removed, the Shawanese 
were about to follow, and the Iowas are making ar- 
rangements for the same purpose. The proceedings 
had in respect to this matter are highly approved of 
in Missouri, and they appear to have been conducted 
with much moderation. We hope, however, that 
some settled home for the Indiafs may be established, 
and that, in future, new territories or states, will not 
be miade without special reference to the lands given 
to them in exchangé for those which they have relin- 
quished. 





IntpressMent. It is positively stated, that captain 
Clevering, of H. B. majesty’s ship Redwing, «mpress~ 
ed two of the crew of the brig Pharos, of Boston, 
while she lay in the harbor of Sierra Leone. Cap- 
tain Merchant, who commanded the brig, when he ap- 
plied for his men, is said to have been treated with 
great indignity. A few days after, commodore Bul-, 
len, having arrived, ordered the release of one of 
tue men, because he hadan American “protection,” 
but detained the other as an Englishman, for the 
want of one! 

Obsta principiis, as the “Enquiter” says. This is 
the first case of impressment, we believe, that has 
occurred since the late war, and we shall be much 
surprised, indeed, if it is not met with a resolution 
that it shall be the last. The British pretended “right 
of search” is sustained by the act of com: Bullen, as 
well in the reléase of one of the tieh, because that he 
had a “protection,” as in detaining the other because 
he had none. We did hope that the practice of 
granting protections had long since ceased. It par- 
tially Admits the right of examining the crews of our 
vessels, which the national feeling will not, at this 
day, admit of, and which must not be allowed: and 
the retaining of the seaman, because he was without 
a paper protection, shews that British officers yet feek 
themselves authorized to act as judges, jurors and 
exeéutioners of our people. This wiil not be permit- 
ted. If the case is made out to the president as it is 
stated in the papers, we feel perfectly confident, that 
a positive understanding will be demanded on this 
interesting subject at once; and that, though Great 
Britain may hold out for the principle, she will be re- 
quired at least, to abstain from the practice. The 
‘bits of striped bunting at the mast-heatls” of our ves 
sets, mutt pretect those who sait under them, except 
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from civil process, while lying in foreign ports, or for 
offences committed against the laws. The nation 
will resolutely and unanimously support the admin- 
istration in any measures adopted to forbid the im- 
pressment of our gallant seamen. This outrage would 
not have been committed, had an American naval 
force of equal strength to that of the British been 
lying at Sierra Leone; or if so, the man-stealer would 

lave been punished, on the instant, for his base and 
cowardly act. Clevering appears to be an overbearing 
and impudent fellow, and apt to commit outrages on 
the defenceless—but the impressment is now made 
the doing of com. Bullen, and it is that man who must 
account for it. 


Key West. Great complaints are made about the 
extortions of the Florida wreckers, at Key West. It 
is probable that the accounts may be exaggerated, but 
this would appear to shew the necessity of establish- 
ing a district court of the United States on this island, 
according to the provisions of the bill which recently 

assed the senate. The places of holding the courts 
in Florida are St. Augustine and Pensacola, 4 and 
500 miles distant from Key West—and to be compel- 
led to attend either, by the parties concerned in the 
wrecks, is almost, in many cases, as a denial of jus- 
tice, and, perhaps, to both parties. 


Cusa. Letters from this island represent it to be 
in.a good state of defence. A ship of the line and 
five or six large frigates, with several smaller vessels, 
are on the station, and it is stated that the troops now 
qmount to 25,000 men, under experienced officers. 
The public agents and the people, however, seem to 
derive the chief part of their tranquility, from the 
stand taken by the president of the United States, in 
his late message to the house of representatives, con- 
cerning the proposed mission to Panama. This fact 
is asserted in many letters. From Mexico we also 
have a report that “the chamber of deputies has de- 
termined not to deliberate, at present, upon the expe- 
dition to the island of Cuba, and to this end, has 
adopted a proposition to suspend a decision on the 
subject.” 

These things will be very acceptable to our breth- 
ren in the south, who may have been alarmed at the 
fears expressed by certain senators in relation to Cu- 
ba and Porto Rico. However, that which is appre- 
hended should be calculated upon, though it may not 
happen just now; and we should all unite to keep it 
off as long as we can—so far as we rightfully may. 


We learn, from the New York Daily Advertiser, 
that the governor of Havana published a procla- 
mation, on the 8th of April, prohibiting the impor- 
tation of “tall books which oppose the catholie reli- 
gion, the royalty, rights and prerogatives of the sov- 
reign, or which, in any other manner, defend the re- 
bellion of vassals or nations.”»> The masters and 
owners of vessels, as well as the proprietors of such 
property, and of immoral books, &c. are rendered 
responsible, and will be required to pay triple the 
value, if it does not exceed two hundred dollars. 


-—_-_-- 


Mr. Ranpotrn. Those who never have heard this 
far famed, highly gifted and extraordinary man deliv- 
er one of his. free speeches, or rather “long talks,” 
cannot entertain any thing like atolerably correct 
idea either of his manner or his matter. The first can- 
not be placed upon paper, and no other than a master 
jin the histrionic art, some one like Matthews, can fair- 
ly represent it; and the second, if put down exactly 
as delivered—word for word, with all the pauses, 
nods. and motions, would seem no other than a broad 
caricature of what he did say, to at least ninety-nine 
such persons out of a hundred. Many of his speeches 








are written out and placed into his. hands for revision,* 
and when not so, no-regular reporter would risk his 
own reputation for fidelity, by giving the thousand ex- 
pletives and sharply pointed abd rough words, with 
which these speeches, or talks, abound. The subjects 
touched by him are, no doubt, correctly set forth; but 
the whole that he says never is published, and for the 
reason above stated—not that Mr. R. would shrink 
from any responsibility on aceount of words used, but 
because of the repetition and redundancy of bis words, 
with his’ innumerable ‘yes, sirs,” and ‘‘no, sirs.” 
Now and then, however, he delivers a sentence as 
perhaps no other man can, direct to his purpose, beau- 
tiful in its construction, and with something that is 
pleasing even in its asperity—which interests even 
in its rudeness, or wonton attack, upon private or de- 
fenceless individuals: aad, ia general, it is in severe 
invective, or desultory conversation, that he excels— 
and in these, indeed, he wonderfully excels. He 
rarely attempts what would be called a regular argu- 
ment, and to dwell for one hour upon any subject is 
not to be expected of him. Nine-tenths of his long 
speeches just as well apply to a discussion about the 
constitutional powers of congress to make a road, as 
to the case of John Smith, or the long rE mee claim 
about Amy Darden’s stud-horse; and hence it ig 
that, on one occasion, last week, the senate was left 
without a quorum to adjourn, and on another that 
there were hardly a dozen sevators in their seats, at 
least one of whom appeared to be pretty soundly 
asleep, and for nearly an hour, towards the close of 
the sitting. 

Though frequent opportunities have occurred, it is 
several years since | listened to Mr. Randolph everw 
for balf an hour at a time: but on the 2nd inst. I spent 
thirty five minutes in the senate while he was speak- 
ing. What he said during that period, if fully re- 
ported, would fill from two to three pages of this 
work—I mean, if all the words that he used were 
printed. I had been told that the bankrupt bill was 
before the senate—but, during the time stated, he 
never, to the best of my recollection, mentioned, or 
even remotely alluded to it, or any of its parts, inany 
manner whatsoever, The following is a faithful ac- 
count of the chief subjecis that he talked about. 1 do 
not pretend to give his words, unless here and there; 
but as to the substance of what he did say, lam not 
mistaken, if substance there was in his remarks. 

When I entered the chamber, he was giving out a 
plan to make a bank, by persons resolved to become 
‘“rag-earls.” Well—sir—we agree to make a bank. 
You subscribe 10,000 dollars, you 10,000, and you 
10 or 20,000, and so on, looking toward different 
members. Then we borrow some rags—or make up 
the capital out of our own promissory notes. Next 
we buy an iron chest—for safety against fire and 
against thieves—but the latter was wholly unnecessa~ 
ry—who would steal our paper, sir? All being ready, 
we issue bills—I wish I had one of them, [hunting 
his pockets as though he expected to find onc}—like 
the Owl Creek bank or Washington and Warren, 
black or red—I think, sir, they begin with “1 pro- 
mise to pay’’—yes, promise to pay, sir—promise to 
pay. .He dwelt upon this making of a bank for about 
live minutes, and then said something concerning 
Unitarians in religion and politics, making a dash at 
the president and the administration, mentioning also 
sir Robvert Walpole, in a wayrthat I do not recollect. 
Then he spoke of the Bible, and expressed his disgust 
at what are called “family Bibles,” though he thought 
no family safe or would flourish without a Bible—but 
not of an American edition! These published by the 





*The editors of the “National Intelligencer” are 
pretty freely charged with suppressing his late speech- 
es. itis well known in Washington that they are not 
censurable for the suppression or delay of them. 
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stationers company of London, ought only, or chiefly, 
to have authority, except those from the presses of the 
universities of Oxford and Cambridge. He described 
these corporations briefly: they would be fined 10,000/ 
sterling, if they should leave the word not out of the 
seventh commandment, however convenient it might 
be to some, or agreeable to others, (looking directly 
at certain members, and half-turning himself round 
to the ladies).—He never bought an American edi- 
tion of any book. He had no faith in their accuracy. 
He wished all his books to have Cadell’s imprint— 
Cadell, of the Strand, London. But people were 
liable to be cheated. He had bought a copy of Aris- 
totle’s Ethics to present to a lady—to a lady, sir, who 
could understand them—yes, sir—and he found it full 
of errors, though it had Cadell’s imprint—which he 
gave us tounderstand wasaforgery. From the Bible 
he passed to Shakspeare, or rather mingled the holy 
writings with the productions of the poet, preferring 
each nearly equally, and drubbing some one, that he 
named, most soundly, for having had the impudence 
to publish a “family Shakspeare;” and he made a 
quotation from his favorite author. He next jumped 
on the American “‘Protestant Episcopal church,” and 
vehemently disavowed all connection with it—declar- 
ing that he belonged to the church of Old England. 
He told us that he was baptised by a man regularly 
authorized by the bishop of London who had laid his 
hands upon him, {laying his own hands on the head 
of the gentleman next to him], and he spoke warmly 
of the character of the bishop and of the priest who 
had baptised him, wishing that the latter might have 
lived to perform the last office for him. Then, as in 
reference to the Episcopal church, he gave something 
as a quotation froma part of the service, beginning 
with “Them that”———as reprobating its grammar,and 
implying that no good man could belong to a church 
which used such language! Suddenly, he spoke about 
wine—it was often mentioned in the Bible, and he 
approved of the drinking of it—if in a gentleman- 
ly way—at the table—not in the closet—not in the 
closet; but as to whiskey, he demanded that any one 
should shew him the word in the Bible—it was not 
there. No, sir, you can’t find it in the whole book. 
Next, or shortly after this, he spoke of his land, say- 
ing that he held it by a royal grant, with which he 
seemed greatly pleased—but, in a minute or two, was 
speaking of the ‘‘men of Kent,” in England, saying 
that Kent had never been conquered by William the 
Conqueror, but had made terms with him, and, in con- 
sequence, when the militia of England are called to 
the field, the men of Kent are entitled to the front 
rank. He spoke of a song which had been made on 
the “men of Kent,” which, I think, he said he would 
give a thousand pounds to have been the author of. 
He. was apparently about to rehearse or sing it— 
when, being close to Mr. Randolph, and within three 
or four steps of the door, I hastily retreated and left 
the chamber, wondering what the “‘the men of Kent” 
and William the Conqueror had to do with the royal 
grant by which Mr. Randolph held his land, or what 
relation that tenure had to the bill before the senate 
to establish an uniform system of bankruptcy; and 
thinking that to eat my dinner was an affair as interest- 
ing, at half past 3 o’clock, as to hear a song about the 
‘“‘men of Kent.” 


I could have made the preceding sketch much more 
ample than it is, but would avoid the suspicion of 
misrepresenting the “senator from Virginia.” He 
talks with so much ease, that, unless for want ot 
‘‘meat, drink or sleep,’ one would suppose that he 
might speak twelve months without stopping; though 
he freely stops to rest himself, and keeps the se- 
nate waiting, when he pleases. A greater part of 
the time that I heard him, he was leaning, or Jolling, 
against the railing which is fixed behind the outer row 
ef chairs, to protect the senators from the pressure 


ane 


of persons passing round the chamber; and the care- 

less ease with which he délivered himself, brought to 

mind the ‘Arabian Nights Entertainments,”’ because 
of their fluency—they, however have a regular de- 
sign, which his speeches have not. Mr. Randolph 
says any thing which happens to cross his mind, 
and cares not a tittle whether it belongs to any sub- 
ject that ever was discussed, or ever shall be discuss- 
ed, or not—and it is this perfect indifference to every 
thing like method, with the versatility of his ‘talents 
—his sometimes beautiful sentences, keen wit and 
unsparing invective, that causes “the million” to press 
in crowds to hear him, and makes the chamber of 
the senate of the United States a place of deposite 
for empty senalorial chairs. It has rarely, if ever, 

happened before Mr. Randolph’s long speeches were 
heard in the senate, that that body adjourned with- 
out a quorum, or that a quorum was not present to 
listen to what a member had to say—the courtesy of 
the gentlemen composing it, one towards another, 
has forbidden occurrences of this sort; but to expect 
that persons shall quietly keep their places, and listen 
five or six hours to discourses, not at all interesting to 
them, and when, perbaps, they may not have touched 
food for nine or ten hours—is out of all reason, and 
far beyond aught that courtesy should require, The 
vice president, however, always retains his seat— 
“like patience on a monument,” and, indeed, very 
seldom even changes his position, Such isa faint, 
but faithful, outline of proceedings had in the senate 
of the United States. Who is chiefly to blame for 
such transactions—the senate, as a body, the vice pre- 
sident, or Mr. Randolph alone, is not for me to say 
but it is generally felt, and pretty freely acknowledg- 
ed by many of the senators themselves, that their 
body has lost a large portion of their own respect for 
it, and of the respect of the people, through Mr. Ran- 
dolph’s incessant talking. If every other gentle- 
maan spoke as long as he does, and every one might 
speak as long and as much to the purpose as he com- 
mouly does, a three years perpetual session would not 
do the business of a week—for it must further be ob- 
served, that, except in the simple act of giving his 
vote, Mr. R. attends not to public business, unless 
speaking is to be regarded as doing the business of 
the nation. This may be agreeable to the established 
notions of the Attick ‘school of Virginia” as set forth 
by Mr. Ritchie in the “Enquirer,” but will not suit 
the **Boeotians’’ of Pennsylvania, &c. as the people of 
that great and prosperous commonwealth have been 
called. Persons of the ‘‘schools” of Mr. Giles, or of 
Mr. Randolph, would spend more time in discussing 
the powers and duties of a legislature to make aroad 
or build a bridge, than Pennsylvania would require 
to pass the law and effect all the purposes of it. Which 
is best, may be seen in the progress of population and 
wealth in the two states.* hy is it that the states- 
men of Virginia do not attend to these things? Every 
feeling of my heart 1s that Virginia should be a stron 

state. It is for the ‘general welfare” that she shou! 

so be. But her politicians, by talking, and speaking, 
have made her a comparatively weak one. They 
would, however, be amply punished, by being com- 
pelled to sit six hours every day, and preserve the 
appearance of listening to Mr. Randolph. They 
would heartily wish that gentieman at home, “piant- 
ing corn” in his own fields, with his own hands—or 
in England, or any where else, so that they could not 





*Population of Pennsylvania aod Virginia. 


1790. 1820. (Probable) 1890. 

Free whites. Free whites. Free whites. 

Pennsylvania, 424,099 1,018,985 1,340,000 
Virginia, 442,117 602,974 690,000 


The disposable physical force of Pennsylvania is at 
least, three times greater than that of Virginia—and 





the operative wealth of the first at least four or five 
times greater than that of the last. 
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hear him: and yet his speeches are read with great of men. But I was forced to take the parae 


avidity, as matters of amusement, when seated at our 
icisure, and at liberty to read or let it alone. 

Tne New repusBiics, &c. The following letter was 
received on Tuesday Jast from Mr. Berrien, a senator 
of the United States, from Georgia, and will best ex- 
plain itself. 

Washington, Sih May, 1826. 

Sin: In your Register of the 6th instant, in no- 
tiving my remarks on the proposed mission to Pana- 
ma, you say that I have ‘‘unhappily called the peopte of 


ne a 


raphs asf 
found them—and I would despise myseif forever, if 


I had, knowingly, misconstrued his meaning, or that 
ofany other man, high or low. I rather regret the 
subject was mentioned at all, as things have turned 
out—but do not perceive any fault in myself; beiiev- 
ing that the words put down fully justify the concep- 
tion given of their meaning. It is with real plea- 
sure, however, | have now to make it known, that that 
conception was wrong. 

While on this disagreeable subject, and as the oc- 
casion is apt, please whom it mayor offend whom 


the new”, (Spanish American), “states, buccaniers | it shall, (and probably it will not wholly piease or 


drunk with their new born liberty.” Presuming that this 


assertion on your part, is the result of a mere miscon- | called the “slave question,” if such parties there ar 


céption, and that you would not intentionally misre- 
present what I have said, I have thought it proper to 
state to you, that the expression, which you have 
quoted, was not applied to the people of the Spanish 
American states, but solely to the revolted slaves of 
Cuba and Puerto Rico, who in the event supposed, 
would have acquired the sovereignty of those islands. 
fam respectfully sir, your’s &e. 
ae Joun McPuenrson Berrien. 

FF. Niles, esq. editor of the Weekly Register. 

CPAs it is absolutely certain that [dic not mean 
to misrepresent what Mr. Berrien had said, as re- 
ported, in that part of his speech which was publish- 
ed in the last paper, there must have been a -‘mis- 
conception” of his meaning, because that he is a 
gentieman who cannot be supposed capable of re- 
tiring from any thing that he meant to say. Heisa 
senator of the United States, and all persons speak 
of him as a very high-minded and honorable man, 
and that he is eminently gifted, is manifest to all ac- 
quainted with his public acts. 

When I first read Mr. B’s note, ny impression was 
that the extract from his speech had been unfairly 
made, by some accident; but, referring to the origi- 
nal publication in the “National Intelligencer,” the 
paragraphs all follow one another in the order that I 
placed them, except the last, which has no reference 
at all to this “misconception.” It is only the two 
first that relate toit. In the first, Mr. B. speaks of a 
change in the condition of Cuba and Puerto Rico “to 
be effected by a people, [of the new republics], whose 
fundamental maxim it is, that he who would tolerate 
slavery is unworthy to be free; that the principle of 
universal emancipation must march in the van of the 
invading force {from the new republics, certainly] 
‘cand that all the borrors of a servHe war will follow 
. its train.”’ And the paragraph that follows runs 

us— 

~ “Sir—under such circumstances, the question to 
be determined is this: with a due régard to the safety of 
the southern slates, can you suffer these islands to pass into 
the hands of buccaniers, drunk with their new-born liber- 
ty?” 
Into whose “hands” were the islands ‘‘to pass?” 
Those of the “invading force” we supposed, and 
should always have believed, except for this explana- 
tion of Mr. Berrien, and such seems a fair con- 
struction of the words as they stand, and, indeed, as it 
appears to me, the only one that can be put upon them. 
l have shewn the paragraphs to several intelligent 
persons, without explaining my purpose, simply ask- 
jag, Who were meant by “buccaniers,” and they al! 
said the people of the new republics were so desig- 
nated. A further consideration of the terms “‘serviie 
war’’ and ‘ buccaniers” as herein used, will justify 
this conclusion—but I gladly retire from it, for every 
reason, and shail not press it. 

That Mr. Berrien, was misunderstood, is undoubted; 

ossibly because of some misprint of his speech, or 

r the reason that his own meaning, being clear to 
himself, he did not suppose that others could “miscon- 
ceive” it, ag sometimes happeng to the best and ablest 
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wholly offend any party to which is commonly 
though I know not of them, not being of either), a 
few additional remarks may not be impertinent ox 
improper, as they shall regard myself. 

In respect to the ‘“‘Panama mission’—my impres- 
sion is, that it is for the safety and peace of the “slave 
holding states,” and was chiefly so designed #y the 
president from the beginning. Other persons think 
differently. I do not impeach their judgment, but 
must abide by my own. The documents, I believe, fully 
support me in this judgment, and especially the letter 
of Mr. Clay to Mr. Middleton, dated May 10, 1825, 
when the present administration had existed anly two 
months and six days, ‘‘all told.” See page 60. Be- 
sides, it is freely and directly avowed in the message 
of the president to the house of representatives. Had 
this mission appeared to me as placing the peace of 
the south in danger, I would have been against it with 
all the humble means that I could have made use of 
to defeat it. I hate slavery—but it exists; and I love 
my white brethren more than Ido the negroes. Iam 
not one of those who threw up their caps to “‘Alex- 
ander the Deliverer” and his herds of white slaves, 
and reprobated my fellow citizens because they held 
black ones. We have s!laves—andI would not be re- 
duced to the necessity of killing them off for the pre- 
servation of ourown lives, They are secured tothe 
people of the south as property, and so they must re- 
main, until the consent of their masters is had for their 
liberation. The public safety, and the welfare of all 
parties to this matter in the south, depends upon a 
full and faithful observance of this. Emancipation, 
withont removal, would be a greater evil than slavery 
itself, except because that free blacks die off more ra- 
pidly than slaves, owing to their ignorance of the 
ways and means of making, and keeping, an honest 
livelihood for themselves. 


But to preserve the people of the south in full pos- 
session of all the rights or powers which the constitu- 
tion gives them, personal or political—is one thing; 
and to extend those rights or powers—is another. 1° 
am for the first, and against the last, unless of impe- 
rious necessity, indeed. There is no man in the 
United States, I presume, whose opinion is worth re- 
specting, that wishes a sudden and forced liberation 
of the slaves—and surely, none but a mad enthusiast 
would disturb the provisions of the constitution, and 
cast into hazard the lives of his fellow citizens of 


‘the south. But who is it that are perpetualiy forcing 


this subject into discussion? Is it not the people of 
the south? Does it not appear to be used as a politi- 
cal ‘‘Pibroach” to gather the ‘‘clans” for political 
strife? As the rallying word of an interest seperate 
from all other interests—like that of the “commercial 
states” as they were called, during the late war? And 
why is “the firm union of the south” a less objection-" 
able toast than was “the pation of New England?’’ 
It was mainly for the preservation of our commercial 
rights that war was‘deciared, and it is mainly for pre- 
serving the peace of the south that ministers have 
been appointed to Panama. The people of one geo~ 
graphical section of this country may as easily be mis- 
taken as another; and I have no hesitation in beliey- 
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ing that the Panama mission will, in less than a year, 
be as popular in the south, as ever our ‘‘naval heroes” 
were in the east, because of the batterings which they 
gave the bulwark of our religion!” 

Mr. Hayne, however, ought not to consider the 
slave question as wholly ‘‘domestic,” as he gives it out 
thatitis. [See page 1lil.] As to property, it is truly 
‘‘domestic’”’—and no one has a right to interfere with 
it. Butitalso conveys a golitical power about equal 
to that possessed by the great state of Pennsylvania, 
on the floor of the house of representatives and in the 
election of a president of the United States—giving 
about 25 votes in the house or in making a president.* 
This is not a ‘‘domestic” question, and those classes of 
our population against whom this power acts, havean 
undoubted right to speak of it, and prevent an exten- 
sion of it, just as much as the citizens of the south 
had to speak about and oppose the passage of the ta- 
riff bill, or any other bill supposed likely to operate 
against their influence or interest. 





Boring FoR waTeR. A spot of land near New 
Brunswick, N. J. belonging to Mr. J. H. Bostwick, 
said to be the highest in the neighborhood, has been 
bored, for water, to the depth of 250 feet, and, a week 
or two since, the water rose one foot above the sur- 
face, and discharged itself at the rate of two gallons 
per minute. The workmen were going still deeper, 
and the quantity of water discharged was increas- 
ing. 

THE SLAVE TRADE is brisk on the coast of unfortu- 
nate Africa, carried on under the French and Spanish 
flags—it is only, however, the latter which the Bri- 
tish may capture; ‘his most Christian majesty” hav- 
ing retained to himself the care of his own man-pi- 
rates. One British vessel captured 895 slaves in the 
course of one month. One French ship had left the 
eoast with from 700 to 1,000 on board—stowed like 
herrings ina barrel. The example in Hayti is lost 
to the West India planters, and when they shall feel 
it, how can we pity them? 

LoutsviLLe canat. The bill authorizing a pur- 
chase of one thousand shares of stock on the part of 
the United States, in the Louisville and Portland ca- 
nal, at the falls of Ohio in Kentucky, has become a 
law. From what passed in both houses of congress 
in the discussion of this bill, added to the informa- 
tion since obtained from persons weil acquainted with 
the commerce of the Ohio river, we are confirmed 
in the belief, that no work of similar character, and 
equal magnitude, in the United States, can be found 
or undertaken, that is- calculated to render advan- 
tages so general and extensive. It appeared, the 
loss annually sustained by the commerce of the Ohio 
river, occasioned by the obstruction to its navigation, 
presented by the falls, was variously calculated to be 
from five hundred thousand to nine hundred thousand 
dollars. The single item of drayage round the falls 


was estimated to amount to one hundred thousand | 


dollars. The work was commenced in March, avd 
ig now prosecuting with adequate force—contracted 
to be completed in November, 1827, for three hun- 
dred and seventy seven thousand dollars. It is sup- 
posed, including cost of land and contingencies, the 
whole work, including dry-docks, will be completed 
for four hundred and twenty thousand dollars. The 
stock consists of six thousand shares of one hundred 
dollars each. It is believed the assessments will not 
exceed seventy dollarsa share. The canal is con- 
templated to pass the largest class of steam boats, be- 
ing one hundred and ninety feet wide. The fall of 
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water is twenty-seven feet, affording an extensiye 
and valuable water-power, secured to the company 
by charter, which is perpetual, guarantying twelve 
and a half per cent. dividend annually, limiting it to 
eighteen per cent. which those best acquainted with 
the commerce of the west, entertain no doubt will 
be divided. The stock having all been subscribed, it 
appears the object of the company in procuring the 
passage of this bill, was a precautionary measure fo 
prevent embarrassment, should any delinquency take 
place, which, from the embarrassment of trade, and 
the scarcity of capital, occasioned by the many re- 
cent failures, might, in some degree, be expected. 

[ Nul. Journal. 





Tue Navy. We understand (from the National 
Journal) that the following promotions, have lately 
been made in the navy of the United States: 

Master commandant David Deacon, to be a captain. 

Lieutenants Win. M. Hunter, John D. Sloat, and 
Matthew C. Perry, to be masters commandants. 

Midshipman John M. Sullivan, to be a lieutenant, 
and to take rank next after lieut. John E. Prentiss. 

Midshipman Russell Baldwin, to be lieutenant, and 
to take rank next after lieutenant John Rudd. 

Midshipman Jonathan W. Sherburne, to be a lieu 
tenant, and to take rank next after lieutenant Russell 
Baldwin. 

Midshipman David H. Porter, to be lieutenant, and 
to take rank next after lieutenant George F. Pearson. 

And the following midshipmen to take rank in the 
order in which they are placed. 

James T. Gerry, John S. Nicholas, Samuel F. Dn- 
pont, William L. Hudson, William H. Campbell, Jo- 
seph M. Nicholson, James P. Wilson, George A. Ma- 
gruder, James E. Calhoun, John Pope, Henry D. 
Scott, Levin M. Powell, Charles Walkes, jun. Etisha 
Peck, John R. Coxe, jun. William Seton, John A. 
Carr, Alexander H. Hopkinson, Thomas J. Manning, 
William Pearson, William Foster, William L. How- 
ard, William P. Piercy, Richard A. Jones, Archibald 
R. Bogardus, John Swartwout, Thomas J. Leib. 








British Capital— Vicissitades, 

The Boston Palladium gives the following extract 
from an interesting commercial jetter, from a mer- 
cantile firm at Liverpool, to its correspondent in that 
city, dated Feb. 20, 1826. 

“The events of the last 14 months will long be re- 
membered in the annals of commerce.—Towards the 
end of 1824, and particularly in the spring of 1825, 
au unprecedented general disposition for enterprize 
and speculation manifested itself throughout England, 
the result of true or supposed surplus capital. Loans; 
mining schemes, and a great variety of companies, 
sprung up spoutaneously, and brought on an extrava- 
gant rise in the generality of merchandize, without 
‘any scarcity of goods or material increase of con- 
| sumption, in the time of peace, and in the face of the 
general coming crops.—But this mania found a stop 
\in August last, and the general equilibrium was grad- 
ually restored; however, not before most severe jos- 
ses were sustained. ‘There is seemingly some effer- 
vescence in societies in the space of about seven 
years. The spirit of speculation, operating gradual- 

ly on the accumulations of industry, and superabun- 
| dance of riches, produces at intervals, an extraor- 
\dinary impulse. We find an instance of it in 1818, 
which year was remarkable for its display of incre- 
dible enterprise. Since that period, all seemed to 
proceed quietly, whilst the general prosperity was in- 
creasing silenty. Unfortunately for the speculators — 
in 1825, they carried matters too far, and caused almost 











*Maryland has her share of this power. Two of| a general ruin. Numberless and powerful means are 
our representatives in congress are sent thither be-| now wasted, and it will require many years before 


eause of our colored population. 


they can be restored. 
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As the circulation of a country operates ina direct 
way on the prosperity of its commerce, let us direct 
a glanee on that of Great Britain, on the $list Decem- 
ber, 1826. That of country bank notes 

and biils, were estimated“at about 1.70,000 ,000 
silver and gold coin 15,000,000 
~———hank notes of the bank of England 20,000,000 
———bills of exchange of the three 

kingdoms and exchequer bills $00,000,000 


Whieh formed a total of about 1.405 ,000,000 
But since then confidence generally, has been so 
dreadfully shaken in England, that we may fairly con- 
sider as suspended in the circulation, the follewing 
items, viz: 
Most of the country bank notes and bills, 


. 1.66 ,000,000 
Most of the bills 

of exchange 289,000,000 $ 360,000,000 
Gold and silver exported 

out of England 5,000,000 


Which would have left about . 1.45,000,000 | 

According to this statement a circulation of about 
4.405,000,000 being suddenly reduced to about} 
1.45,000,000, will sufficiently illustrate the unheard of 
panic in this country, andthe suspension of so many, 
not long ago, powerful houses, That there is a vice 
in the basis of the circulation of this country, has 
been sufficiently demonstrated by Mr. Samuel Thorn- 
ton, formerly one of the directors of the bank of 
England; also by the late debates in parliament, but 
more strikingly by the experience of the three months 
justelapsed, Itis hoped however, that the intended 
modification in the organization of the country banks, 
will restore security. 

We may explain the exportation of gold and silver 
from England, asar immediate result of the balance of 
trade having been against the British commerce, viz: 
The importation of cotton into England in 1825 ex- 














every point connected with science. This depth of 
research has imparted to all his publications a value 


which surpasses that of other writings on similar sub- 


jects, and wilt long outlast the present generation. 
What we conceive to be most important is that upon 
which we naturally bestow our first attention in ana- 
lysing this volume; although we must, for this pur- 
pose, turn principally to the copious appendix, be- 
fore we attempt, regularly, to follow the author 
through the text to which that appendix is annexed. 
The twenty-seventh chapter of the tenth book 
gives an account of the crossing from the coast of 
Venezuela to the Havannah, with a general view 
of the population of the Antilles, or West India 
islands, as compared with that of the whole Ame- 
rican continent. This comparison treats of the di- 
versity of the races of people, of the degree of per- 
sonal liberty, of language and of religions which pre- 
vail among them. According to our author’s compu- 
tation, the whole surface of the West Indian Archi- 
pelago, (or, as he more accurately calls it, the Archi- 
pelago of the Antilles), contains about eight thousand 
three hundred square leagues, (of twenty to the de- 


| gree), of which the four great islands of Cuba, Hayti, 


Jamacia and Porto Rico occupy 7,200, or about nine- 


ceeded that of 1824, by 1.5,000,000 
That of coffee, wool, silks, wine, &c. 2,000,000 
In consequence of the excessive rise in 
England in the price of the raw cot- 
ton, as well] as of the numerous arti- 
cles manufactured thereof, the de- 
mand for exportation has fallen off 
in 1825, by 12,000,000 


—_— 





Amount of balance of trade against 


England in 1825 1.19,000,000 
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Population of America. 
BY HUMBOLDT. 

Voyage aux regions equinoriales du nouveau continent, 
fait en 1799—1804, par Al. de Humboldt et A. Bon- 
pland. Redige par Alexandre de Humboldt, avec 
deux Atlas, &c. Tom. 3. in 4to. Paris, 1825. 

Travels in the equinoctial regions of the new continent in 

1799 to 1804, by Humboldt and Bonpland, &c. 

This atest volume, from the most laborious and phi- 
losophical traveljer of modern times, is, at least, of 
equa! value withthose which he has already publish- 
ed. That part of America, to which it relates, is, from 
present circumstances, more important than any other 
to which our attention could be turned. It contains 
so much valuable matter, that, before it becomes ge- 
nerally known to the British public through a trans- 
Jation, we shail take upon ourselves the task of ex- 
tracting from it, at least, as much as seems deserving 
of immediate attention. 

It is one of the greatest merits of M. Humboldt, 
that, with a powerful imagination, and many of those 
faculties essential to that eloquence which snimates 
jis narrative, he enters into the most laborious inves- 
tigations, and has given the most minute details on 


tenths. The area of Insular Equinoctial America, or, 
as we should more shortly phrase it, of the West In- 
dia Islands, appears, therefore, to be nearly equal to 
that of the Prussian monarchy, and twice as large as 
that of the state of Pennsylvania. The total popula- 
tion of these islands is calculated to have been, in 
1823, nearly equal to that of Pennsylvania, or about 
one-third of the population of Scotland, * 
The following tables contain, in a condensed form, 
a mass of valuable information, and enable us to com- 
pare the state of population, in those islands, which 
were colonized by different European nations: © 
Population of the Antilles, at the end of the year 1823. 
Names of the islands. . Total population. Slaves. 
I. British Antilles 776,500 626,800 
Jamaica 402,000 342,000 
Barbadoes 100,000 79,000 
Antigua 40,000 31,000 
St. Christopher’s or St. Kitts 23,000 19,500 
Nevis 11,000 9,500 
Grenada 29,000 25,006 
St. Vincent’s andGrenadine’s 28,000 24,000 
Dominica 20,000 16,000 
Mont Serat 8,000 6,500 
British Virgin Islands, Aneguda, 
- Virgin Gorda and Tortola 8,500 6,000 
Tobago 16,000 14,000 
Anguilla and Barbuda 2,500 1,800 
Trinadad 41,500 23,500 
St. Lucie 17,000 13,000 
Bahama Islands 15,500 11,000 
Bermuda islands 14,500 5,000 
It. HHayti, French and Spagnish* $20,000 
Ill. Spanish Antilles 943,000 281,400 
Cuba 700,000 256,000 
Porto Rico 225,000 25,000 
Margarita 18,000 400 
IV. French Antilles 219,000 178,000 
Guadaloupe and its dependen- 
_ cies,(Marie Galante, Desea- 
da and part of St. Martin), 120,000 100,000 
Martinique 99,000 78,000 
V. Dutch, Danish & Stwedish Antilles $4,500 61,300 
' $t. Eustatia and Saba 18,000 12,000 
St. Martin’s 6,000 4,000 
Curacoa 11,000 6,500 
St. Croix $2,000 27,000 
St. Thomas 7,000 5,500 
St. John 2,500 2,300 
St. Bartholomew 8,000 4,000 








} *Now independent. 
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Recapitulation of the a ¢ the population of the 
ntilles. 
Divisions. Total N slaves, Free le of Whites 
oy population. focleding i cakes, both 
some mulatto negroes and 
slaves. mulattoes. 


Spanish Antilles 943,000 281,400 319,500 342,100 


Hayti - $20,000 - 790.000 30,000 
British Antilles 776,500 626,800 78,350 71,350 
French Antilles 219,000 178,000 18,000 23,000 
Dutch, Danish, &c. . 

Swedish Antilles $4,500 61,300 17,050 16,150 





Total popula- - 1,147,500 1,212,000 482,600 
tion of the 5» 2,843,000 or 43 17 
Antilles. 40perct, perct. per ct. 
Distribution of the human race in Spanish America. 
Yst. Indigenous. (Indians, red people, copper-co- 
lored or primitive Americans, without inter- 
mixture of white or negro blood.) 


Mexico 3,700,000 
Guatimala ~ $80,000 
Colombia 720,000 
Peru and Chili 1,030,000 


Buenos Ayres, with the provin- 
ces of La Sierra 1,200,000 
7 530.000 

2d. Whites. (Europeans and the descendants of Eu- 


ropeans, without intermixture of negro or In- 





dian blood.) 
Mexico 1,230,000 
Guatimala 280,000 
Cuba and Porto Rico 339,000 
Colombia 642,000 
Peru and Chili 465,000 
Buenos Ayres 320,000 
3,276,000 


Sd. Negroes. (The African race, without intermix- 
ture of white or Indian blood, both free blacks 
and slaves.) 





Cuba and Porto Rico $89,000 
Continent 387,000 
776,000 


4tk. Mixed races of black, white and Indian blood. (Mu- 
lattoes, Mestizos, Zambos and the intermixture 
of their mixed races.) 


Mexico . 1,860,000 
Guatimala 420,000 
Colombia 1,256,000 
Peru and Chili $53,000 
Buenos Ayres 742,000 
Cuba and Porto Rico 197,000 
5,328,000 
Recapitulation, (according * the preponderance of 
races. 
Indians 7,530,000 or 45 per cent. 
Mixed races 5,328,000 * 32 
Whites 3,276,000 “ 19 
Negroes, the African 
race 776,000 “ 4 


16,910,000 


Dribution of races in continental and insular America. 
Ist. Whites. 


Spanish America $,276,000 

\ntilles, exclusive of Cuba, Porto 
Rico and Margarita 140,000 
razils 920,000 
\ited States 8,575,000 
(nadas 550,000 
Gana, British, Dutch & French 10,000 
18,471,000 

° 





_ 2nd. Indians. 
Spanish America 
Brazils, (Indians between Rio Ni- 
gro, Rio Blanco and the river of 


7,530,000 





the Amazons 260,000 
Independent Indians to the east 

and west of the Rocky Moun- 

tains, on the frontiers of New | 

Mexico, Mosquitos, &c. 400,006 
Independent Indians of South 

America 420,000 

8,610,000 


Srd. Negroes. : 
Antilles, with Cuba & Porto Rico 1,960,000 
Spanish America onthe continent 387,000 
Brazils 1,960,000 
Guyana, British, Dutch & French 206,000 
United States 1,920,000 
6,433,000 
Ath. Mixed races. 
Spanish America 
Antilles, (without Cuba, Porto-Ri- 
co and Margarita) 
Brazils and the United States 
Guyana, British, Dutch & French 


5,328,000 


190,000 
$90,000 
20,000 





6,428,000 


Recapitulation. | 
13,471,000 or 38 per cent. 
8,610,000 * 25 
6,433,000 * 19 
6,428,000 “ 18 


Whites 
Indians 
Negroes 
Mixed races 
M. de Humboldt has given to Mr. Coquerel, a cler- 
gyman at Amsterdam, a statement respecting the po- 
pulation of America, and the numerical amount .of 
Catholics, comparedjwith that of the Protestants, The 
total population of America he makes 34,284,000. 


I. Roman Catholics 22,177,000 
Thus divided— ‘ 
Spanish America 
Whites 
Indians 
Mixed race and Ne- 

groes 


15,985,000 
2,937,000 
7,530,000 


5,518,000 


15,985,000 





Portuguese America 

Whites 920,000 
Negroes 1,960,000 
Mixed race & Indians 1,120,000 


4,000,000 





4,000,000 





U. States, Lower Ca- 
nada and Guyana 
Hayti, Porto Rico and - 
the Antilles 1,656,000 


586,600 





22,177,000 


If. Protestants 
In the U. States 
Canada, Nova Scotia 
and Labrador 
Guyana, English and 
Dutch 
The Antilles, English 
The Antilles, Dutch 
and Danish 


11,287,000 
9,990,000 


260,000 


220,000 
734,500 


82,500 
21,287,000 
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“JIL. Indians, not 
Christians 





Tota] population 34,294,000 





The Protestant population js increasing much more 
rapidly than the Catholic population. 

The black population is composed of 1,440,000 
one blacks, and of 5,079,000 slaves. The different 
anguages spoken are as foljows: ; 
The English language by 11,297,509 indjviduals 





Spanish 10,174,000 
Indian 7,800,000 
Portuguese $;740,000 
French 1,058,000 
Dutch, Danish, Swedish ‘ 
and Russian 214,500 
34,284,009 


This statement is given as the fruit of investiga- 
tions made to the end of 1824. 





Nineteenth Congress—41st session. 
righ SENATE. , 


May 4. Several private bills were disposed of this 
day. 
On motion of Mr. Hayne, the senate proceeded to 
consider the resolution of the house of representa- 
tives, expressive of the sense of congress of the gal- 
lant conduct of lieut. S. Duncan, of the United States’ 
navy. ef te n ' 
| Mr. Hayne explained the facts of the case. 

Messrs. Lloyd, Chandler, King, and ‘Holmes, were 
opposed to the resolution, as the individual was not 
in the action for which the thanks of congress and re- 
wards were conferred; that swords, medals, &c. were 
voted for services actually done, and that there were 
hundreds of individuals who had performed actions 
equally glorious, of which no particular notice had 
been taken. Mr. Lloyd expressed his: Willingness to 
allow him a pension. , 

Mr. Hayne:further supported the reso}ution, urging 
the claims which the individual had on account of the 
important services he had rendered with the fleet, 
and the severe wound which he bad received in the 
action of the 6th September, rendering him incapa- 
ble of joining in the action on the 10th. 

The question was then taken on laying the resolu- 
tion on the table, and Josi—ayes1l4, noes 15. 

Mr. Randolph said, he hoped the resolution would 
not pass. He knew nothing of this case, but he 
thought the thanks of this body the greatest treasure 
they possessed. He would rather give this individu- 
al g100 000, or $200,000, put him on a footing with 
Lafayette, or give him 100,000 acres of the best Jand 
in the United States, than the thanks of this house. 

Some further conversation ensuéd betwéen Messrs. 
Harrison, Woodbury, Bell, Barton and Eaton, the jat. 
ter gentleman renewing the motion to Jay on the ta- 
ble, on account of the difference of opinion which 
existed, and the injury the feelings of the individual 
would sustain by arejection. The motion was lost— 
ayes 16, noes 17; and the resolution was then order- 
ed toa third reading —ayes 22 
“The senate proceeded to consider the bill “to aid 
certain Indians of lhe Creek nation, in their removal 
to the west of the Mississippi.” “[This bill allows to 
each warrior of the Creek nation who shall, at any 
time, within two years, remove to the west of the 
Mississippi, according to the sixth article of the late 
treaty, a variety of articles, provision, &e. appoint- 
ing an agent to go among them to explain the policy 
of the government, &c. and appropriates 60,000 dol- 
lars to defray the expense of carrying this act into 
cen. em aa Sli ada 7 
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After a few remarks by Mr. Berrien, the bill wag 


baud 4 


$20,000 | ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


Mr. Randolph, from the select committee to whem 
was referred the resolution touching the accommoda- 
tion of ‘thé senate, rose to make a partial report — 
It does not go on any principle, said Mr. R. touching 
the admission of mr ioe a on this fioor at all, 
but it goes to give us the use of that room, and that 
door, which is essential to the ventilation of this 
apartment, and especially essential during conclave, 
when we are on executive business. The accommo- 
dation of that door, and that apartment, are almost 
indispensable to the comfort of this body, especially 
during the present suliry weather, as every member 
of the senate knows, going into executive business, 
in the early partof the day, for want of that ventila- 
tion, the outer door being shut, the atmosphere is 
hardly supportable. We always used to have the use 
of that room, and it is an innovation to take it from 
us. Mr. R. then moved that the communication be- 
tween the senate chamber, and the north committee 
rooms, be re-established; and it was agreed to, and 
ordered accordingly. 

Mr. Benton, from the select committee to whom 
was referred the subject of inquiring into the expe- 
diency of reducing the patronage of the executive 
government, made a report, which was read. The 
report was accompanied by the six following bills: 

A bill to regulate the publication of the laws of the 
United States, and the public advertisements; 

A bill to secure, in office, faithful collectors and dis- 
oursers of the revenue, and the displacement of de- 
faulters; , 

A bill to regulate the appointment of post masters; 

A bill to regulate the appointment of cadets; 

A bill to regulate the appointment of midshipmen ; 

A bill to prevent military and naval officers from 
being dismissed the service at the pleasure of the pre- 
sident; which were severally read, and ordered to @ 
second reading. . | 


[It is probable that we shall publish all these bills 
at full length } ; 

Mr. Tazewell then moved that an extra number of 
the report and bills be printed. 

Mr. Randolph hoped that the largest number would 
be printed that had been printed of any document 
during the present session, whether that document 
was any message sent to this body, or an attempt to 
answer, which they could not do, the argument of 
his friend to the right; or under color of a message 
to the house to announce an electioneering arrange- 
ment, what, in Maryland, was known by the name 
and appellation of a stump speech.’ Though he had 
little faith in the strength of the virus of the execu-~- 
tive poison which was attempted to be instilled’ into 
the public mind, he wished the antidote to proceed 
with it, pari passu. — 

Mr. Tazewell said, his ignorance of what that num- 
ber was, occasioned his leaving the blank. 

It was then moved to fill the blank with 6,000, 
which was carried. ° 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
‘‘to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy through: 
out the United States;’’ and the question being on Mr 
Randolph's motion of indefinite postponement-—— 

Mr. Berrien rosé and ‘delivered a speech of 
hour’s duration, in reply to Mr. Randolph, and in s\* 
port of the bill. 

Mc. Randolph rejoined in a speech of two hour’ 

Mr. Berrien then observing there was no quom 
present, moved an adjournment. 

Mr. Randolph then withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Chandier said they could debate without @U0- 
rum, though they could not vote without one. 

The motion to adjourn was lost. 

Mr. Hayne then rose and briefly replied to © 4r- 
iguments of My. Randolph, and then stating, fm the 
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time whieh the bill had already occupied, without 
their having got through the first section, and the cer- 
tainty there was of its not passing the other house, if 
it should pass through the senate; agreeably to the 
promise he had given a few days ago, that if it was 
found that it would occupy more of their time than 
they could bestow on the discussion of its important 
principles, he would consent to its being laid on the 
table, he now made that motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

And the senate then adjourned. 

May 5. Several bills were proceeded with, and 
some passed. 

The senate took up the bill supplementary to 
‘‘An act further to establish the compensation of offi- 
cers of the customs, and to alter certain collection 
Gistricts, and for other purposes” [This bill aliows, 
in lieu of the commissions allowed by law, to the col- 
lector of the district of Baltimore, one-fourth of one 
per cent.; to the collector of Norfolk and Portsmouth, 
two per cent.; of Savannah one and a half; of Mid- 
dletown, two and a half; on all moneys by them re- 
ecived on account of duties and tonnage of vessels; 
$500 salary to the naval officers and surveyors of the 
districts of Portsmouth, Norfolk and Portsmouth, and 
Savannah, in addition to their emoluments, but in lieu 
of any salaries now allowed by law. The salary al- 
lowed the collector of Wilmington is abolished; and 
a surveyor is to be appointed for the district of Bath, 
with a salary of $250, in addition to his other emolu- 
ments. } 

Mr. Smith explained the different items in the bill. 

Mr. Bell then moved to increase the emoluments 
of the collector in the district of Salem and Beverly 
{general Miller) to one per cent. 

The motion was supported by Messrs. Bell, Wood- 
bury, and Harrison, and opposed by Messrs Findlay 
and Benton, onthe ground of the compensation be- 
ing already sufficient. | 


Mr. Benton said, there was one proposition in this bill which 
astonished him—the proposed increase of the emoluments of the 
eollector at Norfulk. The revenue arising from the port of Nor- 
tolk to the United States was 60,000, and there were forty-one 
officers for collecting it, and 16,000 dollars were paid for this pur- 
pose; and at the very time when he was expecting a proposition 
to reduce this establishment to six or seven, here was a proposi- 
tion tu increase their emoluments. Mr. B. said it was in repub- 
fics as it was in monarchies, it was almost impossible to reduce the 
expenditure, to reduce the patronage. When he introduced this 
sentiment in the report he had yesterday made, little did he ex- 
pect that within twenty-four hours after, such a proof of its truth 
aa been exhibited on this floor as had been shown in 
this bill. 


Messrs. Smith, Holmes, Lloyd, and Tazewell, severally spoke 


in veply, urging that the officers employed at Norfulk were ab- 


solutely neecssary for the collection and protection of the reve- 
nue; that the emoluments of the collector arose from his con- 
mission and fees of office, which came from the pockets of indivi- 
duals,and not out of the public treasury, aud that the inferior offi- 
cers Were paid by him out of those emolu:nents. If these officers 
were reduced, smuggling would increase to an enormous extent, 
and it was an act of economy to retain them. Mr. Tazewell allowed 
Vie argument of the genticinan trom Missouri to be fair when it 
was directed to any particular case or office in the country, to 
show what patronage the government possessed in that particu- 
lac place, or what patronage was annexed to that particular 
office; but, dirceted to the subject of compensation, it was not 
fair to say, that the officers who were reaily necessary for the col- 
lection of the revenue at Norfolk, should not be compensated as 
they deserved. 

After some other remarks, by Mr. Lloyd, to allow 
the deputy collector of the port of Boston and Charles- 
ton dollars, because of the press of business, 
the cash received and passing through his hands being 
five millions a year—the bill was recommitted. 

The senate then proceeded to consider the mes- 
sage from the house, requesting a conference on the 
disagreeing votes of the two houses, on the amend- 
ment proposed by the senate to the bill ‘further to 
extend the judicial system of the United States.” 

And on motion of Mr. White, it was laid on the ta- 


ble. [It was referred next day to the committee on 
the judiciary. } 


‘ The senate then resumed the consideration of the 





bill to grant a certain quantity of land to the state of | 


Ilinois, for the purpose of aiding in opening a canal 
to connect the waters of the Illinois river with those 
of lake Michigan. 

After debate the bill was laid on the table, and 

the senate proceeded to the consideration of execu- 

live business. ' 

May 6. The vice president communicated a letter 

from the secretary of war, transmitting a report from 

the board of engineers, upon the additional means of 

—_ for the Mississippi river. The letter was 

read. 

The rest of the day was spent in considering pri- 
vate claims or jocal matters. 

May 8. On motion of Mr. Macon the daily hour 

of meeting was fixed at 11 o’clock—[{probably to al- 

low more time to the committees. ] 

Several bills were passed. 

Mr. Van Buren, from the judiciary committee, on the 
message from the house of representatives, propos- 
ing a conference on the subject of the disagreeing 
votes of the two houses, on the amendments pro- 
posed by the senate to the bill entitled *‘An act fur- 
ther to amend the judicial system of the United 
States,” made the following report:— 

That, in the opinion of the committee. the condi- 
tion of the question, and the circumstances of the 
case, render a concurrence in the proposed confer- 
ence, inexpedient. They will, in deference to the 
high source from which the invitation has proceeded, 
make a brief explanation of the reasons which led to 
this conclusion. The amendments, proposed by the 
senate, were freely discussed, and adopted, with but 
four dissenting voices. Upon being advised of the 
disagreement of the house of representatives, the 
question was distinctly presented to the senate, whe- 
ther it would insist and ask a conference, or whether 
it would, at once, adhere, and thus, probably, though 
not necessarily, avoid one. Upon fulldiscussion and 
careful consideration of the subject, the senate, with 
but twelve dissenting voices, decided to adhere, and 
thereby prevent the unprofitable formality of a con- 
ference at this advanced period of the session. That 
decision was within the established rules for the go- 
vernment of the two houses, consistent with usage 
on other and important occasions, and, (it cannot be 
necessary to say), was made without the slightest dis- 
respect to the house of representatives. ‘The com- 
mittee believe that the same unanimity, with which 
the question of adherence was originally determined 
in the senate, still exists. The appointment of con- 
ferees would be a virtual waiver of the vote of ad- 
herence, or if otherwise considered, would manifest 
a disposition to meet the conferees of the other house 
upon unequal terms. Assuming that the senate is 


believing that the appointment of conferees without 
it might justly be considered objectionable by the 
house of representatives, the committee recommend 
the adoption of the following resolution: 


Resolved, That, in the opinion of the sendte,no good will result 
from a conference upon the subject of the disagreeing votes of the 
two houses, on the amendments proposed by the senate, to the bill 
entitled, “an act further to amend the judicial system of the U. 
States;” and that the senate does, therefore, decline the same; and, 
further that @ copy of the annexed report be sent to the house of 
representatives, as explanatory of the views of the senate. 


On motion by Mr. Smith, the senate then proceede 
to the consideration of the bill for the relief of cer- 
tain persons who have paid duties on goods imporied 
into Castine. 

The following report states the facts in the case. 

The committee state, that the port of Castine was 
taken possession of by the enemy, during the late 
war, and held until the peace; that, during that peri- 
od, a considerable quantity of British goods had been 
introduced and the duties imposed by the British au- 


port, the collector returned and exacted bonds for 

















the several duties on such goods, as if the same had 


opposed to a waiver of the vote of adherence, and . 


thorities paid thereon; that, on the restoration of that 
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been regularly imported into a place held by the U. 
States; most of those bonds were paid; on one, a 
suit was brought, and whilst pending before the su- 
preme court, a memorial was presented to the house 
of representatives and referred to the committee of 
Ways and means, who declined to act, untila decision 
should be had in the court; a judgment having been 
obtained in favor of the defendants, the memorial was 
again presented, and a committee of ways and means 
reported a billin favor of the memorialists; the house 
amended the bill, soas to include only those persons 
who were presumed to be inhabitants or purchasers 
from those who had resided at Castine whilst in pos- 
session of the enemy, and added a proviso to the 
bill, to wit: ‘Provided, that it shall be proved, to the 
satisfaction of the secretary of the treasury, that the 
claimants named in the bill were residents of Castine, 
or Bucksport, or purchasers from residents, of the 
ds on which the duties have been imposed.” The 
ill, thus amended, passed both houses on the 11th 
day of April, 1820. 

The memorialists, at the next session, prayed 
payment for those persons who had not been includ- 
ed in that act, and continued their application until 
an act, passed on the 19th May, 1824, in favor of the 
persons named therein; but it so happened that the 
names of the present claimants were not included, 
and they now pray that similar justice may be grant- 
ed to them as has been granted to all the others simi- 
pe fed situated. The committee think that the prayer 
of the memorialists ought to be granted, 

The committee further report, that, soon after the 
decision of the supreme court, the secretary of the 
treasury released all the unpaid bonds given at Cas- 
tine, to the amount of $27,581,50, the bond of an 
American citizen, and $7,955 06, given by R. Has- 
buck, a British subject. 

Eastport had continued in the possession of the 
en*my, until it was surrendered under the treaty of 
Ghent. Whilst possessed by the British authorities, 
and under the expectation of its surrender, the 
coljector requested instruction, as to the following 
question, from the treasury department: question. 
*-On the restoration of the island, shall the collector 
take possession of all merchandise of foreign growth, 
produce, and manufacture, and detain the same until 
the customary duties are paid, or secured to be paid?” 
The attorney general answered in the negative. 


It appears, by a document submitted, that, when 
Nw Orleans was delivered to the United States, no 
duties were exacted on the goodsin that city, at the 
period when it wasreceived by the United States. 

The committee do not perceive that the residence 
of the importer or owner of the goods can vary the 
Jaw in the case. The decision of the supreme court 
is, “that duties could not be legally exacted upon any 
part of these goods by the United States,” and it is 
presumed, that those persons who voluntarily sub- 
mitted to the authority of the custom house officers, 
should not be placed in a worse situation than others 
who refused to comply with the requisition of the 
collector. 

Considerable discussion took place on the bill, in 
which Messrs. Woodbury, Smith, Holmes, Lloyd, and 
Hayne, participated; and on the question that it be en- 
grossed for a third reading, it was decided in the ne- 
gative. ; 

The senate took up the resolution »roposing an 
amendment to the constitution of the United States, 
as it respects the election of president and vice pre- 
sident. 


Mr. Benton, Mr. Van Buren, Mr. Johnson, of Ken. 
Mr. Macon, and Mr. Branch, made some observations 
on the subject; when, on motion of Mr. Benton, it 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

The senate then adjourned. 





May 9. After other business, which will appear 
in future details— 

Mr. Woodbury, from the committee to whom was 
referred the resolution, concerning the expediency of 
making coins of Spanish America a legal tender, re- 
ported the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the of the United States be requested 
to Cause an assay to be made of the gold and silver coins of all 
foreign nations, whose coins are known to cioeulana, or be in use, 
in any part of the United States, and to cause a report, distin- 
guishing the respective dates of their coinage, to made to 
con at their next session, of the actual weight of each of 
those coins; the fineness, alloy, and component of each; 
the current and nominal value of each; the actual value of each, 
according to the standard and denomination of the coins of the 
— be ag and the rate at which each might justly be made a 
egal tender. 


The senate next took up the bill for the relief of 
Don Carlos Dehault Delassus, (authorizing the pay- 
ment of one thousand, three hundred dollars, with 
interest from September, 1810; also, six thousand 
dollars, with interest; being for money taken from 
him at the capture of Baton Rogue, in West Florida, 
on the day and year just mentioned.) 

The facts of the case, (which have been heretofore 
fully reported), were stated by Messrs. Benton, and 
Ruggles, and some discussion ensued between Messrs. 
Chandler, Benton, Eaton, Ruggles, White, Johnston, of 
Lou. Johnson, of Ky. and Harrison, as to the proprie- 
ty of refunding the six thousand dollars to Col. De- 
lassus, as it was the property of the government of 
Spain. It was urged, on the one hand, that, if there 
was any claimant, which was denied, all claim to 
indemnity having been relinquished by treaty, it 
was the king of Spain; on the other hand, it was al- 
leged, that it was incumbent on this government to 
place him, as nearly as possible, in the situation he 
was in before the attack took cope at which time 
he was the ofliicer with whom the money was depo- 
sited, and that the treaty alluded to would not em- 
brace this case. 

The bill was finally laid on the table for the pre- 
sent. 

The resolution for the purchase and distribution of 
the journals of congress, from 1774 to 1788, was read 
a third time, passed by yeas and nays; as follows, and 


sent to the other house for concurrence: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Berrien, Branch, Chandler, Chase, Ed- 
wards, Harrison, Johnson, of Ken. Johnston, of Lou. Kane, King, 
Knight, Lioyd, Marks, Reed, Robbins, Sanford, Seymour, Thomas, 
Van Buren—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barton, Benton, Clayton, Dickerson, Eaton, 
tae ag Pee Hendricks, Macon, Nobile, Ruggles, Smith, Taze- 
well, White.—15. 


The following message was received from the pre- 
sident of the United States, by Mr. J. Adams, Jun: 


“*To the senate of the United States. 
Wasnineton, 9th May, 1826. 
In compliance with a resolution of the senate, of 
the 28th ult. I transmit herewith a report from the 
secretary of war, with a copy of the proceedings of 
the recent court martial, for the trial of col. Talbot 
Chambers, and other documents requested by the re- 
solution, or relating to the subject of it. 
Joun Quincy Apams.” 
Referred to the committee on military affairs. 
The senate then proceeded to the consideration of 
executive business, and, at four o’clock, adjourned. 
May 10. The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. 
Woodbury, was taken up and agreed to. 
Mr. Rowan, submitted the following resolution; 
which, on motion by Mr. Van Buren, was ordered to 
lie on the table. 


Resolved, That the rules of court adopted by the circuit ‘and 
district courts of Kentucky, be referred to the committee on the 


judiciary, with jiustructions to consider and report, upon what 


authority they were adopted. ; . 
The senate insisted on their disagreement to the 


amendments by the house of representatives, on the 
bill for the relief of James Gibson, of Indiana, and 
Mr. Noble, Mr. Johnson, of Kentucky, and Mr. Beli 
were appointed a committee of conference. 
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On motion by Mr, Hendricks, the senate resumed | 
the consideration of the bill to grant a certain quan- 
tity of land to the state of Illinois, for the purpose of 
aiding in opening a canal to connect the waters of 
the Illinois river with those of lake Michigan. . The 
amendment yesterday proposed by Mr. Kane, being 
under consideration, the amendment was agreéd to, 
and, on the question of its engrossment for a third 
reading, it was determined in the negative by the 
casting vote of the chair. . 

YEAS—Messrs. Barton, Benton, Bouligny, Chase, Edwards, 
Harrison, Hendricks, Johnston, of Lou. ne, Marks, Noble, 
Reed, Robbins, Ruggles, Seymour, Smith, Thomas—17. __ 

NAYS—Messrs. Berrien, Branch, Chandler, Clayton, Dicker 
son, Findlay, Harper, Hayne, King, eo Rowan, Sanford, Taze- 
well, Yan Buren, White, Williams, Woodbury—17. 

So the bill was rejected. 


On motion by Mr. Van Buren, the senate proceed- 
ed to the consideration of the report from the com- 
mittee on the judiciary, on the resolution of the house 
of representatives asking a conference, as inserted 
above. 

This produced a debate. The speakers were Messrs. 
‘Van Buren, Ruggles, White, Edwards, King, Barton. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the re- 
solution proposed by the judiciary committee, and it 
was decided in the affirmative, by yeas and nays, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barton, Benton, Berrien, Branch, Chandler, 
Dickerson, Eaton, Findlay, Harper, Hayne, Hendricks, Holmes, 
Johnson, of Ky. Kane, Noble. Robbins, Rowan, Smith, Tazewell, 
Thomas, Van Byren, White, Williams, Woodbury—2%. 

NAYS— Messrs. Bouligny, Chase, Edwards, Harrison, Johnston, 
of Lou. King, Knight, Lloyd, Marks, Reed, Ruggles, Sanford, 
Seymour—13. ; 

he senate went into executive business for a 
short time, and when the doors were opened, the bill 
in relation to the Indiana canal was taken up; and, 
after some observations from Mr. Hendricks, Mr. 
Holmes, Mr. Woodbury, and Mr. Berrien, the bill was 
Jaid on the table, with a view to have the amendment 


offered by Mr. Hendricks printed. The senate then | 


adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, May 4. A great deal of private business 
and many local matters were attended to this day. 

a Peter, of Maryland, laid the following on the 
table: 

Resolved, That it is proper to remove the remains 
of the late commodore O. H. Perry from the place 
where they are now deposited, to this country. 

Mr. Peter supported the resolution by a speech, in 
which he adverted, at considerable length, to the 
condition of the country at the time the victory of 
Perry had been achieved—the consequence of the 
defeat of Bonaparte on the power of Great Britain, 
and the increased activity of the latter in prosecut- 
ing the war with the United States. Mr. P. was pro- 
ceeding to remark on the conduct of Massachusetts 
and the other eastern states, in embarrassing the 
general government, when the speaker interposed; 
the entire course of the gentleman’s remarks was out 
of order, inasmuch asthe report of the naval com- 
mittee had not been taken from the table. 

_ Mr. Peter then moved to consider that report—but 
the motion was negatived, ayes 57, noes 69. 

Mr. Henry, from the committee on roads and canals, 
reported the bill to aid the state of Illinois in open- 
ing a canal to connect lake Michigan with the Illinois 
river, with the amendments of the committee of the 
whole, and some others reported by the committee 
of roads and canals. 

Mr. Henry, after expressing a hope that the amend- 
ments now reported would obviate all objections to 
the bill, urged its speedy passage. 

Mr. Govan, of S. Carolina, wishing to have an op- 
portunity of seeing and understanding the amend- 
ments, moved to lay the bill and amendments on the 


The motion prevailed, and the bill was according- 
ly laid on the table. : 
The senate’s message, signifying the adherence of 
that body to its amendments to the judiciary bil, 
coming up for consideration— 
Mr. Webster said, there ap to be something rather uu 
sual in the present state of this business. He did not recollect :s 
similar occurrence, in the intercourse of the two houses, since h > 
had been in congress. This house had sent an important bill u) 
the senate—the senate had passed it, with an amendment, and’ 
this house had disagreed to that amendment. The usual course 
was, in such cases, that the house which proposed the amendment, 
if it did not see fitto recede from it, voted to insist on it, and pro- 
Se a conterence on the disagreeing votes of the two houses. 
ch was the common practice, he believed he might almost say, 
the universal practice of congress. It was said, in the books to be 
the only respectful course. He recollected no instance to the 
contrary. But, on this occasion, the senate have voted at once to 
adhere w their amendment, ‘They have a right to do this, undonbt- 
edly. They ask vo conference, they shut the door, which is usu- 
ally left open in such cases, for mutual explanation, and ultimate 
ment. He was hardly aware what would, u these cir- 
cumstances, be the most prudent and proper course tu be adopted. 
He was most anxious for the passage of the bill,and wished to take 
every proper step to bring the two houses to an agreement. For 
the present, he thought it better to lay the bill on table, and he 
would cal) it up again to-morrow, or on Saturday. ‘ 

Mr. Buchanan, of Pennsylvania, said the house had now arriv- 
ed at that point in respect to this bill, that it must either resolve 
to abandun it, or to concur with the amencment of the senate— 
for himself, he had come to no conclusion which of these courses 
ought to be pursned. 1 still think the bill, (said Mr. B.) as it left 
this house, is preferable. But 1 would suggest to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, to move the reference of the subject to the 
judiciary committee. 

Mr. Stevenson, of Virginia, said he did not understand the par- 
liamentary rule of the gentleman trom Massachusetts: the course 
of the senate appeared to him to be strictly within the parliamen 
tary rule, and met his entire approbation. If, indeed, the senate 
had believed that the subject was ove on which the two houses 
might, by conference, be brought finally to agree, the principles 
laid down by the gentleman from Massachusetts would be correct; 
and, in that case, the senate would have insisted and not adhered; 
but, having taken their course upon principle, they cannot leave 
it, and they have, therefore, taken a step at once which expresses 
that determivation—but he did not view itas going to express the 
least disrespect to this house. The senate says to the house, we 
stand upon principle in this matter; no conference can drive us 
from the stand we have taken; at so late a period of the session, 
and while so much business remains unfinished, there can be no 
use in wasting time in. conferences—We say at once we staud on 
this ground. In this, there appears to me to be no indication of 
a want of respect for this houss. 


Mr. Webster said, he could but express his astonishment at the 
remarks of the eye from Virginia. That gentleman had 
long been a member of this house and had presided also in legisia- 
tive bodies elsewhere. ‘This made it appear more strange, that 
he should regard this as not being out of the usual course. He 
Mr. Webster), thought it very clear it was not the usual course, 
and in support of what he bad already observed, he would now re- 
ter to that text book which was compiled for the especial use of 
the senate, and which we, also, habitually treated as an authority. 
(Mr. W.here read from Mr. Jetfersou’s Manual, to the ettect, 
that to vote to adhere, without offering a conference, was not re- 
spectful towards the other house.) Hatsel, Mr. W. said, contained 
the same doctrine. It was, he believed, stated to be the ordinary 
practice of parliament not to adhere, before two conferences had 
been had. He would not say that no such case as whe present 
had occurred here. It might have occurred. As matter of 
right, it was clear, the senate might adhere in the tirst instance. 
They might choose, in that way, to defeat the bill, as they might 
lay it on the tabie, or postpone it indefinitively. But still, he 
must say, that if the object were to further the measure, aud get 
the bill through, to adhere, in the first instance, without asking a 
conference, was nota very likely mode to accomplish the object. 
Stull he did not mean to indulge any other feeling on the occa- 
sion than an earnest desire to get the measure along, if it could 
be got —: He had already said there might bave been ini- 
stances of this mode of proceeding before. It might happen, in 
matters of small moment, as in the burry of the last days of a 
session, when despatch and promptitude were indispensable. 

He did not, however, recollect any one instance, even under 
such circumstances, and he doubted whether any had happened 
since he had beena member. At any rate, it Was very clear that 
such was not the usual and ordinary course; and he would repeat 
what he had already said, that the senate’s own text bouok heid 
such a proceeding not to be regular, or entirely respecttul. He 
was very willing the subject should be again reterred to the jadi- 
ciliary committee; and that that committee should counder what 
ought now to be done. 

_ Mr. Stevenson said, that he felt no peculiar interest in the sub- 
ject, nor was he conscious of having manifested any warmth in 
the remarks he had before made. In making those remarks, he 
had been influenced entirely by a sense of what he conceived to 
be his duty, especially after the remarks of the honoravle men- 
ber from Massachusetts, which he thought calculated to leave the 
umpression, that this honse was dissatisfied with what the senate 
had done. ‘The honorable gentleman had referred to himseii as 
possessing much experience ov subjects of this kind; the gentle. 





table, and to/print them. 


man was mistakeu—it was true, he had presided in another deli- 
berative body; in refereuce to the present sulyect, he bad not 
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been reading lately, _ 
recollected pp Aeon et al whiels meh hak Reanlan cane 
rence by a co-ordinate branch, without any previous step; and 
pod eee the — Aen on FS the present occasion, 
eo edge udgment, indicative of any want of respect to 
_ The question was then taken on referring to the 
judiciary committee, and decided in the affirmative. 
_ A number of bills were passed, which will appear 
in the list of acts, and others passed to a third reading. 
__ On motion of Mr. Vinton, the house then resolved 
itself into a committee of the whole, Mr. Letcher in 
the chair, on the bill “supplementary to an act, en- 
titled an act for the relief of Daniel Seward,” and 
the bill ‘providing for the relinquishment of certain 
Jands sold by the United States in Ohio.” 
The reports of the committees in these cases were 


read: whereupon, the committee rose ahd reported 
both bills to the house. 


The first of them was ordered to a third reading; 
and on the second a protracted debate arose, which 
occupied the house till three o’clock; in which it was 
opposed by Messrs. Cocke, of Tennessee, Ingham, of 
Penn. Thompson, of Ohio, Forsyth, of Georgia, and 
McDuffie, of S. C. and advocated by Messrs. Vinton, 
Vance, Wright, and Whittlesey, of Ohio, McCoy, and 
Powell, of Va. Whipple, of N. H. and Webster, of Mass, 


ft The nature of the bill was stated very fully in the reports 
of last session. It arose out of the following circumstances: 
When the state of Virginia ceded to the United States that 
tract of laad which now tociudes the state of Obiv, Virginia re- 
served so much land as should be requisite to make provision 
tor her militia. Tbe land thus reserved, had the Ohio for its 
suutherp bouadary, the Miami and the Scioto for its eastern and 
western boundary, and for its northern, a line running directly 
from the source of the Miami, to the source of the Scioto. When 
this line came to be run, a part of 1 entered withia the Indian 
tract, and so soon as the surveyors had arrived at the Indian 
boundary, they were prevented trom proceeding to complete the 
line. But its direction, so far as it went, was supposed to lead di- 
rectly from the source of the Miami, where it started, towards the 
source of the Scioto, where it terminates. ‘The Indian lands sub- 
sequently fell into the possession of the U. States, and an exami- 
aatviou being made, a second line was run, starting at the same point 
with the toriner, and leading co the true source of the Scioto. which 
Jatter source was found to be much farther west than had at first 
been supposed. ‘This left a gore of land between the false line 
as at firstruun and the true Jine of boulidary. but, in the mean 
while, the government, supposing the false line to be the true 
one, had sold out this gore, and given title tothe settlers. When 
the mistake was discovered, the claimants, under Virginia military 
Jand warrants, demanded this land and proceeded to sue for its 
recovery. ‘The settlers thus endangered, applied to the United 
States, either to bave their title coufirmed, by paying the Virgi- 
nia claimants, ur to have the vaiue of their jand and improve. 
ments, it the land must be given up» The present bill propuses 
two pay the Virginia claimants in money, aud to confirm the title 
of the settiers on the gore. 

{The lands in question are some of the richest in Ohio, and 
are thickly settled by persons in moderate circumstances, ‘There 
is a village on the tract, and valuable merchant mills on another 
part of it 

‘Yhe sum appropriated is 63,000, being the amount of an ap- 
praisement made by United States’ comunissioners, at the rate of 
tive dollars an acre tor the land, (without the improvements.) 

The bill was objected to, on the ground that this estimate was 
much toe high; that the sum was mure than could be recovered, as 
the United States had received vut about two dollars an acre for 
the land from the settlers who bought it; and that the boundary 
line was still unsettled, a suit being now pending in the ceurt of 
Ohio which involved that question. 

‘fo this it-was replied, that the case was one of plain common 
sense, and ordinary justice; chat the estimate was not above the 
real value of the land, which was of great richness and fertility; 
that the suin was not larger than the purchase money, with inte- 
rest from the time of sale; that the last line had been declared tu 
be the true boundary, by a decision of the supreme court of the 
United States; and that, however the question might be settled in 
the courts below, this decisiuou must ultimately prevail; that de- 
lay would only inc yease the interest; and that, as well the Virginia 
claimants, as the Obiv settlers, would be coutent with such a set- 
Uement as the bill proposed. 


The question being then taken, the bill was order- 
ed to a third reading. 

An attempt was now made to adjourn, but the mo- 
tion was negatived. 

Mr. Brent then moved that the house go into com- 
mittee of the whole, on the bill to authorize the re- 
presentatives of the marquis de Maison Rouge to in- 
stitute asuit against the United States; and a bill to 
grant the same privilege tothe heirs of the baron de 
Bastrop. 


mr 


{These bills relate to two large tracts of land in 
Lowisiana, which remain unsettled, because no title 
can begiven to settlers; and the bill authorizes a suit 
against the United States, for the purpose of settling 
the Toe of title and opening the lands to settle- 
ment. 

The vote on this motion was, ayes 52, noes 40. 

There being no quorum, a motion was made to ad- 
journ, which was carried—ayes 60, noes 57. 

So the house adjourned. 

Friday, May 5. Many private and local bills pas: 
sed through the different forms of business. 

Mr. Qwen, fromjthe committee of claims, reported 
the bill from the senate “for the relief of Frs. Lar- 
che,” without amendment, together with the evidence 
in the case; which was referred to a committee of 
the whole. 

Mr. Stewart, from the committee of roads and ca- 
nals, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That —— copies of report of the board of inter- 
nal improvements, on the subject of the Chesapcake and Ohio 
canal, with the memoirs on which it is founded, and a geueral 
map ona reduced scale, be printed, under the direction of the sv- 
cretary of war, as suvon as the same Shall be completed, and trans- 
mitted by mail to those entitled to receive them. 

After some remarks from Messrs. Forsyth, Stewart 
and Mercer, the debate was arrested by the speaker, 
the hour having elapsed for new business, and the 
house proceeded to the orders of the day—when seve- 
ral small bills were disposed of. [Mr. Stewart’s re- 
solution was laid on the table next day. } 

Mr. Webster, from the committee on the judiciary, 
made a report, recommending that a conference be 
asked of the senate, on the disagreeing vote between 
the two houses on the “bill further to amend the judi- 
cial system of the United States,” 

Mr. Forsyth, asked if the measure proposed was 
within the rules of the house? 

The speaker replied, that it was. When, in case of 
adisagreement, not only one house, but both houses 
adhere to the positions taken, there is an end of all 
farther proceedings, and the bill in dispute must drop: 
but, where only one house has adhered, there are 
instances of a conference. 


Mr. Stevenson, of Virginia, said he had no disposition to im- 
e the progress of the bill, or to throw obstacles in the way of 
its friends. If the gentleman from Massachusetts believed it best 
to ask a conference, after adherence by the senate, he, Mr. S. 
would not oppose it. H thought, however, it could produce no 
good result, believing as he did, that the senate would not recede 
trom the ground they bad taken. His only object, in rising, was 
to justify the opinion he had expressed ov yesterday, as to the 
propriety of the coarse taken by the senate, in adhering, in the 
first instance, to their amendment, without insisting. He uader- 
stood the gentleman from Massachusetts, on yesterday, as object- 
ing to the course of the senate as being novel and unaprecedent- 
ed. Mr. S. said, that he bad not had time to examine the jour- 
nals, nor had he done so; but he had been referred, by his {rieud 
from North Carolina, (Mr. Saunders), to a recent precedent, to 
which he begged ieave to refer the house. It was to the bill ad- 
mitting Missouri into the union, during the second session of 
the Fifteenth Congress. ‘There the senate amended the Sill, by re- 
stricting slavery; this house disagreed to the amendment, and the 
senate adhered, without first insisting. There was another pré- 
cedent, (Mr. S. said), as late as 1324, upon the bill concerning 
“invalid pensions.” The senate adhered, without insisting, and 
the bills were lost. These precedents were, (Mr. S. said), directly 
it point, and he had no doubt the journals would show many moré 
cases in which it had been done. ‘The course was, therefore, not 
unparliamentary, nor without precedent, and, in his view, not 
disrespectful to the house. 7 
Mr. Webster observed, in reply, that, what he had said yesterday, 
was, that the course pursued by the senaje was extraordinary, 
aud, though their might have existed some precedents of a simi- 
lar course, yet they bad happened during the burry and excite- 
ment of the few tast days of a session, but, that the book which 
is received by both houses aa authority in questions of order 
pronounces such a course not to be regular and res tful to the, 
other branch. ‘The gentleman from Virginia now instances, said 
Mr. W. two cases of precedent: one of them, which relates to 
the long disputed Missouri qnestion, comes within the exception 
I referred to yesterday; it happened on the 2d or 3d_of March, 
just before the short session closed. Into the other I have not 
eaumined. ‘The present motion is, in my opinion, — ye 
‘The course it proposes, if not an usual one, is, still, regular; and 
the judiciary committee consider it as, under all circumstances, 
the proper course. Lam well aware that the senate, having ad- 
hered to its amendment, cannot act on any amendment which 
this house may propose to that amendment; but, if we ask a con- 
i iexence, and the senate conseuts to if, they do, by such conseut, 
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virtually recede from their adherence, and the whole subject of, 
the difficuity between the two bouses will then be open, and any 
arrangement can be made which the conferees may agree upon. 
If this Were not so, it would be improper to appoint any com- 
mitiwe of conference on the part of this house, because such com- 
mittee could not meet that of the senate upon equal ground, and 
ought not, therefore, to meet it at all. 

Messrs. Forsyth, Wickliffe, Cook, Buchanan, Wright, 
Carter, and Saunders, spoke on the subject. At last, 
the resolution asking a conference was carried— 
ayes 105. 


A bill providing for the relinquishment of certain 
lands suld by the United States in Ohio, was then 
read a third time: whereupon, the debate which had 
been excited in its discussion yesterday, was renewed 
and continued till four o’clock. 


The gentlemen who engaged in opposition to the 
passage of the bill, were Messrs. Thompson, of Ohio, 
and McDuffie. It was advocated by Messrs. Vinton, 
McCoy, Whipple, Mercer, Webster, and Vance. 

Motions were made to lay it on the table; to post- 
pone its consideration indefinitely; to strike out the 
enacting clause; and to recommit it with instructions. 
The ‘ast of these motions was negatived, (the rest 
having previously been withdrawn), and the bill was 
then passed, and sentto the senate for concurrence. 

Mc. James Johnson, of Kentucky, moved the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, Yhat the committee on military affairs, inquire into 
the expedi-ncy of making an appropriation of a sum of money, 
needfulto -uable the secretary of war to cause a sufvey and re- 

rt to be made of the fitness of the Horse Shoe Bend, on Lick- 


ing rivet,in the state of Kentucky, asa site for the erection of a 
national armory. 


The house refused to consider the resolution.* 
Mr. Cook, of Illinois, offered the following: 


Resolved, That the president of the United States, be requested 
tu cause to be obtained, and lay the same before congress at the 
next session, @ statements shewing the number of persons engaged 
in working the ‘cad mines belonging to the United States, in 
Ufinois and Miss uri; the quautity of minerals raised at them; 
the quantity of land that has been ascertained, by discovery, to 
be mineral jand, and, as nearly as may be, the quantity of lead 
made at those mines since the first day of July last; and also a 
statement shewing the number of persons engaged in working 
such mines in the said states, as belong to private individuals or 
companies; and, as neirly as may be, the quantity of mineral rais- 
ed and of lead made at those mines, since the period aforesaid. 


Saturday, May 6. The speaker submitted a com- 
munication from the treasury department, accompa- 
nied by the annual statement of receipts and expendi- 
tures for 1824; with an appendix stating the debt of 
the United States, anJ its redemption, to the close of 
the year 1822; which was laid upon the table; and the 

inted documents accompanying it were ordered to 

e distributed among the members of the house. 

Mr. F. Johnson move that the resolution offered 
by him some time since, on the subject of judicial 
legislation by the supreme court of the United States, 
be referred to the committee of the whole to whom 
is referred the bill reported by the committee on the 
judiciary in relation to the same subject. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Several bills were variou:ly disposed of—as will 
sufficiently appear in the future details. 

On motion of Mr. Brent, the house went into com- 
mittee of the whole, Mr. Metca‘/e, of Ky. in the chair, 
on the bill “to enable the representatives of the 
marquis de Maison Rouge, and of the baron de Bas- 
trop, to institute suits against the United States to 
try the validity of their titles. 

This brought on a long debate. The speakers were 
Messrs. Wickliffe, Brent, Campbell, Dwight, Livingston, 
Strong, Isaacs, Miner, White, Gurley—The committee 
rose and the house refused it leave to sit again. Ad- 
journed. 

Monday, May 8. A-great deal of business was 
transacted thisday. Many reports received and seve- 


ral bills disposed of—all which will sufficiently ap- 
pear hereafter. The resolution offered on Saturday 
by Mr. Cook, was taken up and agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Letcher, of Ken. it was 


Resolved, Vhat a select committee be appointed, with instruc: 
tions to examine into the existing laws in relation to the receiv- 
ers of public money; and to report to this house, whether any 
and if any, what amendatory laws are necessary to enforce ay 
more rigid and strict accountability upon the part of those offi- 
cers: And also, with instructions-to devise the most efficient 
means of collecting the balances nuw in their hands with the 
least possible delay. 


The committee was ordered to consist of seven 
members. 

Mr. Floyd, of Va. offered the following resolution, 
which lies one day on the table. 


Resolved, That the president of the United States cause to be 
laid befure this house the argument of Mr. Adams, referred to 
the attorney general of the United States, in his opinion, dated, 
Sth June, 1822, which was communicated to this house on the 
2vth of April, 1826. 


The bill relating to the claim of the marquis de 
Maison Rouge and the baron Bastrop was taken up, 
and discussed—and finally, referred to the judicial 
committee. 

The bill authorizing the erection of light-houses, 
light vessels, &c. was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. McLane moved the house to take up the bill 
making appropriations for the purpose of carrying 
into effect the Creek treaty; which was sustained, and 
the house resolved itself into committee of the whole 
on the state of union. Mr. Condict in the chair. 

This produced much debate*—and considerable 
warmth, on the part of Mr. Forsyth, and Mr. Tattnall, 
of Geo. The speakers were Messrs. McLane, Cocke, 
Tattnall, Forsyth, Owen, Strong, Vinton, Cook, Thomp- 
son, of Geo. Moore, of Alab. McLean, of Ohio, and 
others. The bill was ordered to be read a third time. 

The committee then took up two or three other 
bills, which were ordered to ,a third reading to-mor- 
row. 

Tuesday, May 9. A large number of bills were 
ordered to a third reading, and others passed—chiet- 
ly of a private or local nature. 

Mr. Burges, from the committce on military pen- 
sions, made a report upon a resolution instructing 
them to inquire what further legal provisions are 
necessary to secure the more equitable operation of 
the several laws providing for persons engaged in 
the land and naval service of the United States, in 
the revolutionary war, accompanied by the follow- 
ing joint resolution: 


**Resolved by the senate and house of representatives, Sc. That 
the ‘act, to provide for certain persons engaged in the land ana 
naval service of the United States in the revolutionary war,’ pas- 
sed March 18th, A. D. 1818; and the act in amendment thereof, 
passed May ist, A. Da1820, ought to receive such construction, 
and it is hereby ordered and and directed that it receive such con- 
struction, as that the several provisions of said acts shall be ex- 
tended to comprehend and embrace all regular troops not of the 
line, who served nine months at any one contmued term of ser~ 
vice, in the army aforesaid, during the war aforesaid, and who 
are in other respects, within the provision of said act and who 
shall comply with the requirements thereof. And the secretary 
of war is hereby directed and required to cause all persons of the 
description aloresaid, applying therefor, and complying with the 
requirements of said acts, to be placed on the pension roll of the 
United States, and to be severaliy paid each his pension according 
to his grade in said service, agrecable to the provisions in their 
behalf it: said acts.”’ 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Floyd, was 
taken up and agreed to. Anda resolution offered 
some days since by Mr. Garnsey, was partially debat- 
ed; but the discussion closed because the hour had 


elapsed that was ailojted for the consideration of re- 
solutions. 

The bill from the senate, ‘‘to aid certain Indians 
of the Creek nation, in thei¥ removal to the west of 
the Mississippi,” was read a third time, when Mr. 
Strong, of New York demanded the yeas and nays on 
the passage of the bill. The house sustained the call 





_ “It was afterwards taken up and amended, by the 
insertion of several other places—and then, (with the 
amendments), laid on the table 75 to 51. 





| 





- —-—_—_ —_—_ 


*We shall lay aside the sketch of this debate for in- 
sertion, as explanatory of the treaty and of fhe fee!- 
ing of the parties in retation to it. 
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and the bill was passed by yeas and nays, 158 to 15. 
The engrossed bill ‘making further appropriation 

for ten sloops of war, and re-appropriating ‘certain 

balances carried to the credit of the surplus fund;” 

The bill “‘making further appropriation for com- 
pensation and mileage to the members of the senate 
and house of representatives ;”’ 

The bill ‘altering the timés of holding the courts 
in the district of Columbia;” 

The bill “‘allowing appeals and writs of error from 
decisions in the district court in the northern district 
of New York, in certain cases;” 

The engrossed resolution “directing surveys and 
estimates for dry docks;” were respectively read a 
third time, and PpasseEp. ‘ 

The bill ‘‘making appropriation to carry into effect 
the treaty concluded between the United States and 
the Creek nation, ratified the 22d of April, 1826,” was 
now taken up. 

[When one of the bills preceding this was under 
consideration, Mr. Forsyth rose to offer a protest a- 
gainst this bill, and Mr. Stevenson, of Pennsylvania 
then made some remarks, which under the circum- 
stances, were declared by the speaker, to be, with Mr. 
Forsyth’s motion, out of order. Passing over this pre- 
liminary matter, the following presents the substance 
of what passed, both before and after the third read- 
ing of this bill, previous to its passage. } 

Mr. Forsyth, of Georgia, rose in his place, and desir- 
ed that a paper, which he held in his hand, might be 
received and read. 

Mr. Webster desired of the chair to be informed 
whether the compliance with such a request was in 
order? | 

The chair replied, a gentleman desires that a pa- 
per, which he holds, may be read to the house. If 
no objections are offered, the reading will be order- 
ed. 

Mr. Webster said, that if the paper related to any 
subject before the house, he supposed it might pro- 
perl be read, if not, he should suppose it out of or- 

r. 

The speaker desired the gentleman from Georgia 
to state, briefly, the nature of the paper he wished to 
present. 

Mr. Forsyth stated that it was a protest, drawn up 
by the delegation from Georgia, on the subject of the 
Jate treaty with the Creek nation, the object of which 
was to save the rights of the authorities of Georgia, 
which might be interfered with by that instrument. 

Mr. Webster objected to its being read at that time. 

Mr. Forsyth then said he should accompany the pa- 

r by a resolution, in which case its reading would 
G in order. 

The chair replied that the hour for the presenta- 
tion of resolutions had elapsed. 

Mr. Forsyth then desired leave of the house to pre- 
sent the resolution. 

The chair then was about to put the question on sus- 
ponding the rule of the house, which limits the pre- 
seyitation of resolutions to the first hour; when 

Nir. Storrs asked, if that rule should be suspended, 
whether the first question then before the house 
wa:sild not be on the resolution offered by his col- 
icazue, (Mr. Garnsey), and the amendment to it, the 
cod sideration of which had been cut short, in conse- 
quance of the hour’s having expired. 

f he chair replied that it would. 

Wir. Bassett then asked if the rule might be suspend- 
ed specially,.as wellas generally? The chair replied 
that it might, if such should be the pleasure of the 
houte, 

The question on suspending the rule was then put, 
(which requires two thirds to carry it,) and decided 
in the \vegative—Ayes 80, Noes 67. 


When \ the bill came up, Mr. Sievenson, of Pa. said— 
Mr. Acer: This morning, a member from Georgia presented 
to this house, ® paper or a protest on behalf of the delegation frum 


— that there is a spirit of severit 
’ 


_™ 


Georgia, which he declared contained the views of the delegation 
from that state, on the subject of the treaty with the Crete tar 
dians, and asked that it might be read, it having reference to bills 
which would come up to be decided immediately. The reading 
was ubjected to by the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Wed- 
ster) and the hour haying elapsed that is devoted to resolutions 
and motions, it was decided by the speaker that it could not be re- 
ceived. A motion was then made to suspend the rule limiting 
the hour, for the purpose of receiving this paper. This was also 
objected to by the gentleman from Massachusetts; and, by a rigid 
appiication of a rule requiring two-thirds to. suspend the rule, the 
delegation from Georgia was prevented from offering their declar- 
ation or protest, although 80 voted for its reception and only 67 
against it. And now, sir, the bills referring to the Creek treaty 
come up on their third reading,and are to be passed, without the 
members trom Georgia having an opportunity to present to the 
house a paper which they think an act of duty to their state to 
have read before the passage of these bills. Sir, 1 know not the 
contents of that r; but I am satisfied, from the character of 
those who offer it, that it is couched in respectful terms, Pt is 
just that they should bave an opportunity of being beard before 
the question on the passage of these bills isdecided. Surely the 
measures of this morning seem to justify the charge of an un- 
kind course having been pursued towards Georgia. It offers some 

j exercised by some towards 
er. Sir, I cannot be satisfied with this. I feel for every member 
of this nation. No state can ever shew that injustice has been done 
her,and appeal to the people of this nation in vaiu. [ bear that injus- 
tice has been done to Georgia; there are, at Jeast, some evidences of 
it. The nation may be siow to believe her story, but, once con- 
vinced, it will redress her wrongs. Whiat, sir, has it come to this, 
that the delegatiun of a state, and one of the old states too, has 
asked the reading of a paper presented by them to this house, 
and this bas been denied?—denied by a minority of the house too’ 
lt is not merely an act of courtesy, it.is an act of justice to hear 
the state, and before the passage uf these bilis too. 

I, therefure, move that the question op the passage of this bill 
be postponed until to merrow—in order that the delegation of 
Georgia shall have an opportunity to lay their protest before the 
house within the regular time, and belore the question on the 
passage of the bills. 


Mr. Forsyth said, he felt sensible of the kindness of the gentle- 
man irom Penusylvaniae ‘The protest had not been read, and 
from the general terins used iv presenting it, might have been 
supposed to embrace both bills. It however relates to the next 
bill; to this the delegation offer no resistance. 

Mr. Stevenson then stated that he should withdraw his opposi- 
tion to the question on this bill, and renew it on the other, with 
the view he had stated. 

Mr. Webster said, that he presumed the motion and remarks of 
the gentlemen from Pennsylvania, had been called forth by the 
observations which he had made when the gentleman from Georgia 
had risen to present the paper. I understood (said Mr. Webster) 
that the gentieman was desirous to present a protest, the hour of 
the day tor the presentation of such a paper was then past, aud I 
cuuld not suppose it to be the wish of the houorable gentlemen to 
enter @ protest with respect to ‘a certain biil, till that bill should 
be at its passage, or should have been passed. He certainly had 
no objection to the gentleman's pursuing any course, in respect 
to this matter, which the consttuuion sliowed. Ou the subject 
of protests, he believed, the constitution was silent, and the 
practice was unprecedented, exerpt, he believed, in a single case, 
where a member had been permitted to enter on the journals his 
dissent, with the reasons of it, to some act of the house. Ube 
practice was one, which might become very inconvenient, if fre- 
quently pursued. In the present case, be touk it for granted, 
that the paper which the gentleman wished to present, was both 
im matter and manner, all that it ought to be; his objcetion had 
only been to the time, at which it was offered. Whether @ protest 
might be entered on the journals of this house, he did not know, 
he should presume, that such a practice might produce some in- 
convenience—but he had uot the least desire to prevent the gen- 
tlemen trom taking any course, in respeet te the paper, which 
might be allowed by the rules of the house. 

Mr. Forsyth said he believed it was strictly in order to present 
the paper vow—as to its further disposition, it might be seuled 
to-merrow, or on any other day—and, as all be wished with re- 
spect to this bill, was to have the opportunity of having this paper 
read before it passed, he huped the geutieman trom Pennsylvania , 
would withdraw his motion tot postponement. 

Mr. Stevenson assented—and the tollowmg protest was then pre- 
sented by Mr. Korsyth—and read at the clerk's table. 

**"Dhe president of the United States having submitted to the 
house of representatives, a contract made by James Barbour, se- 
cretary of war, aud certain ludians of the Creek tribe, dated the 
26th day of January, 1326, which has been ratfied by and with the 
advice aad consent of the senate of the United Siatcs, and having 
asked of congress aD appropriation to carry it into effcet, the un- 
dersigned, representauves of the people of Georgia, tecl it their 
duty respectiuily to represent to the house: : 

‘Khat, vy a contract made at the Indian Springs between certain 
chicts of the Creck tribe and the commissioners of the United 
States, on the 12¢b of February, 1825, the claim of the Creek In- 
dians to the land oceupied by that tribe in Georgia, was extiu- 
guished, abd provieiun anade ior their removal by the 1st day of 
DSeplemovcr, 1020: 

‘hat this coutract was, on the 7th of March, 1825, duly and 
solemniy ratiticd and proclaimed by the president of the United 
States, acting by the advice aud with the consent of the senate; 
and that cougress, anticipating such contract; had appropiated the 
sum of 210,000 dollars towards the eaccution of it. ‘This comiract 
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tion under the ¢ with Georgia of 1802, and removed every 
difficulty scabeinaoed ey the occupation of the Creek Indians to the 
full exercise of all the vested rights of the state over a considera- 
ble previa of her soil and territory. 2 

the undersigned are under the solemn conviction, that 
neither the president alone, nor the ¢ 
ly, nor the government of the United States, have any constitu 
power, without the consent of Georgia, to interrupt or invalidate, 
on any pretence whatsoever, the rights secured to that state by this 
contract, made in obedience to an act of congress and ratified with 
all due solemnity. 


president and senate = 


no objection to the matter. The object of the dele- 
gation would be accomplished, even if the resolu- 


tion should be rejected, as the protest forms a part 


of it. 

Mr. Webster said the paper had on it the appear- 
ance of a protest only of members of the house, if 
there was any thing on the face of it to show it of 
the character which had been given to it, it would 


That the new contract, for which an appropriation is now ask- remove much of his objection. He wished the dele- 


ed, differs from that of the Indian Springs in this, that it does not ! 


vide for the removal of the Creek Indians, F enond to 1827, and 
Seed not expressly provide for their removal from ali the lands 
occupied them in Georgia. The undersigned are, therefore, 
compelled, by a just sense of what is due to Georgia, to protest, 
as they do most solemnly protest, against it, as violeting the rights 
of that member of the union of which they are the. representatives, 


leaving it to the constitutional organs of the state sovereignty to 


vindicate or to waive those rights,as their own sense of ye : 
their duty te the people of the state, and their reverence for the 
union of the states under the federal constitution, — 

ALFRED CUrHBERT, 

GEO. CARY, 

JOHN FORSYTH, 

EDW. F. TATTNALL, 

Cc. E. HAYNES, 

WILEY THOMPSON, 

JAMES MERRIWETHER. 


Mr. Hayden, of New York, called for the yeas and 
hays upon the passage of the bill. The call was sus- 
tained by the house, and the question being taken, it 
was decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

The yeas were—one hundred and sizty-seven. [It is 
not worth while to insert them, being pressed for 
room.|} 

The nays were ten—as follows: 

NAYS—Messrs. Cuthbert, Forsyth, Haynes, Me- 
Kee, Merriwether, Moore, of Alab. Owen, Sawyer, 
Tattnall, Thompson, of Geo. 

[Consisting of the delegations from Georgia and 
Alabama, and one gentleman from North Carolina. 
Alabama is understood to object to the new treaty, 
for the reason that it will throw a greater Indian popu- 
lation within her territorial limits, on the lands which 
belong to the Creeks in that state.] 

Much time was consumed in the discussion of the 
revolutionary pension bill;.a-variety of attempts were 
made by different members to place additional pen- 
sioners on the list, but they all failed, owing toa want 
of due evidence, or because the principles of the 
cases were such as to open new and extensive prece- 
dents, which the house were unwilling to sanction. 


Wednesday, May 10. Reports were made from 
several committees. The resolution offered by Mr. 
Garnsey was agreed to. 


Mr. Forsyth offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the following protest, presented by the repre- 
sentatives of the state of Georgia yesterday, be entered on the 
journals of the house. 


[Here follows the protest published above. } 

Mr. Webster wished to know if this was in con- 
formity to the practice of the house. If not, the pre- 
cedent may Jead to evil. Here is a case,in which 
gentiemen who have voted in the yeas and nays, wish 
to record their reasons. The next case may be less 
strong, but the precedent established, it will be dif- 
cult to refuse. He referred to one or two cases in 
which unsuccessful attempts of this character had 
been made. He suggested to the gentleman whether 
the example, in this case, could be conveniently fol- 
lowed. He presumed the gentleman could show it 
was the practice of this house, or would lead to no 
inconvenience. In either case, he would not object 
He thought it of little moment whether the protest 
was entered or not. 

Mr. Forsyth knew of no other cases than those to 
which the gentleman referred. The delegation of 
Georgia, however, do not present this protest as a 
mere minority, but in behalf of the state, a state 
delegation, to preserve the rights of the state. He 
presumed the house would, asa matter of course, 
indulge them, if there was nothing objectionable in 
the matter. He understood the gentleman to make 





| component body. 
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tion would call their paper a representation made 
y the delegation of Georgia. 

Mr. Cary said the paper was to represent the con- 
duct of the delegation, as integral members of a 
Its objects was to preserve the 
severeign rights of Georgia, as a member of the 
union: It differs from the usual course ef protests on- 
ly in its having been offered at the moment when the 
subject to which it refers was under discussion. He 
defied any one to discover the difference between a 
signature to this protest and a vote onthe bill. He 
referred to the treaties themselves, and the course 
which had been pursued in relation tothem. The 
object of the resolution is to record the protest to 
protect the rights of the state and to show there is 
no waiver of her sovereignty. There is no danger 
of this as a precedent. Nosuch case had ever be- 
fore occurred in the history of the country. No 
such is likely to occur hereafter. 

The resolution was then agreed to. Ayes 82, Noes 
61. 


A number of private, or local bills were read a 
a third time and passed; many ordered to a third read- 
ing, and some rejected. A great deal of business 
was transacted this day. 





THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. ; 

The senate attended to a great deal of business.— 
Mr. Dickerson made a report concerning the proposi- 
tion to set aside annually, and divide among the states, 
a portion of the revenue for the purposes of educa- 
tion and internal improvement—3,000 copies were 
ordered to be printed. Several bills were passed, and 
others ordered to a third reading; but no matter of 
any great importance definitely acted upon. 


In the house of representatives, many bills passed 
through their different readings, and some resolutions 
were adopted, to be noticed in our next paper. , 

The house proceeded to the consideration of the 
message received yesterday from the senate, notify- 
ing them that they declined the conference asked by 
the house, upon the disagreeing votes of the two 
houses on the amendments of the senate to the bill, 
further to amend the judiciary system of the United 
States. 

The bill, as amended by the senate, was, on motion 
of Mr. Webster, referred to the committee on the judi- 
ciary, and ordered to be printed for the use of the 
members. 

The bill to authorize the corporation of George- 
town to erect a bridge over the river Potomac, was 
taken up. The money for it is proposed to be raised 
by lottery. This brought on a debate, and the sec- 
tion authorizing lotteries was stricken out, 90 to 24— 
this was considered as a failure of the bill, the build- 
ing of the bridge depending on the ways and means 
thus proposed to be obtained. It was then reported 
asamended. The bill for the relief of James Munroe 
was taken upin committee, and referred to the house: 


The amendment of the senate to the bill of the 


, house, making appropriation to carry into effect the 


treaty concluded between the United States and the 
Creek nation, ratified the 22d of April, 1826, was 
read: when 

Mr. McLane moved that the house disagree to the 
amendment of the senate; which motion was agreed 
to. 








900 NILES’ REGISTER—MAY 13, 182¢-—-CHRONICLE. 





a“ 
a 





The sperker laid before the house a communica- 
tion from the secretary of state, transmitting an ab- | 


stract of passengers arriving in the United States for 
the third quarter of 1824, and the first, second and 
third quarters of the year 1825—which was ordered 
to hie on the table. S 

The bill for the relief of Willie Blount was passed 
this day, by yeas and nays—for it 90, against it 70. 








CHRONICLE. 

The steam boat ‘‘Susquehannah and Baltimore,” 
burst one of her boilers when opposite Berwick, on 
the north branch of the Susquehannah, on the 3nd 
inst. Two persons were missing, supposed to be 
_ drowned, and nine were badly scatded or wounded 

by splinters. The gentlemen from Baltimore, who 
were superintending the ascent of this boat, happen- 
ed just then to be all on shore, that they might witness 
her progress up the rapids. One of the wounded has 
since died, but it was hoped that the rest would re- 
cover. 

Splendid ships. The beautiful 64 gun ship, built by 
Mr. Beacham, for the “South American market,” 
{supposed Brazil], was launched at Baltimore on 
Thursday last, without accident orinjury. She ‘sits 
like a duck” on the water, and is said to be as fine a 
vessel of her class as ever floated. A 64 gun ship, 
built on the same model, at New York, and alsoa 
very superior vessel, has sailed for Carthagena, and 
it may happen that these fine vessels shall be placed 
in opposition to one another. 

The day was fine, and it is thought that nearly 
40,000 persons were present to witness the launch, 
which took place within 12 minutes of the time ap- 
pointed. 

The Cyane, captain Elliot, is actively cruising off 
the Rio de Ja Plata and coast of Brazil. 

Com. Morris, late of the Brandywine frigate, has 
returned to Washington, much improved in his health. 
He has been appointed one of the navy commission- 
ers. 

The British frigate Pyramus, has stopped at N. York 
on her way from Vera Cruzto England. She had on 
board Mr. Morier, British commissioner to Mexico, 
and a large quantity of specie and cochineal. 

Pennsylvania canal. The secretary of the state of 
Pennsylvania has advertised to receive proposals for 
a loan of 300,000 dollars, in conformity to the act, 
passed at the last session of the legislature of that 
state, authorizing a Joan for the commencement and 
construction of the Pennsylvania canal. 


Blackstone canal. The Worcester, (Massachusetts), 
Spy, of the 3rd inst. says ‘‘the line of the canal was 
located and marked out through this village last week. 
From the Blackstone factory, in Mendon, to Provi- 
dence, itis all located and under contract, and about 
five hundred hands are actively engaged in its con- 
struction. They have already commenced putting 
in the locks. It is the intention of the commissioners 
to commence the location from Mendon to this place 
uext week, and put it under contract as fast as it can 
be accomplished.” 

Ohio canal. With a few interruptions, the contrac- 
tors, on the Ohio canals, have prosecuted their lavors 
during the late winter, and the whole line, now un- 
der contract, presents a scene of industry and enter- 
prize which promises the most favorable results. It 
is expected that a part of the Ohio canal will be in 
readiness for the navigation of boats the ensuing au- 
tumn. 

Tennessee. By a proclamation of the governor of 
the state of Tennessee, we perceive that the records of 
the government of that state, with the office of se- 
cretary of state, were to have been removed on the 
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first of this month to Nashville, in which town, also, 
the future sessions of the legislature are to be held. 
We have one reason for being gratified at this: for, 
whilst the legislature sat, a8 it has done for many 
years, at Murfreesborough, we, of the cis-Alleganian 
states, were left in almost total ignorance of the le- 
gislation of the state of Tennessee. The journals of 
Nashville will afford us more satisfactory information 
than we have hitherto had on thishead. Nat. Int. 

The Bunker- Hill monument is to be an obelisk, built 
of Quincy granite, 220 feet high—30 feet in diame- 
ter at the base, and 15 feet at the summit—the walls 
are to be constructed of 77 courses of stone, of 2 feet 
8 inehes in thickness, and each block will, probably, 
weigh from three to five tons. A hollow cone will 
rise from the centre, around which a flight of stair 
will ascend to the summit. The base of the cone 
will be 7 feet, the apex 4, in diameter. The work is 
to commence immediately. 

Baron Thuyll, late minister from Russia near the 
United States, recently started on his return home, 
and died two days after leaving New York. He was 
interred at Halifax, with military honors. 

Died, on the 17th April, at Philadelphia, Rebecca 
Bound, aged 106 years. 

Consuls. The president has officially recognized 
the following appointments:—The chevalier Joachim, 
legar de Figaniere Moroa, consul of his most faith- 
ful majesty, for the port of New York; Solomon Marks, 


jr. vice consul of the same for the port of Norfolk; 


Thomas H. Howland, vice consul of the same for the 
District of Columbia; Anthony Lancaster Molynieua, 
consul of his Britannic majesty, for the port of Sa- 
vannah; and &. E. Peterson, consul, (ad interim), of 
his imperial highness, the grand duke of Tuscany, 
for the states of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylva- 
nia, Delaware, Maryland and Virginia. 

From Liberia. Very late intelligence, of a most en- 
couraging character,has been received by the board of 
managers of the American colonization society, fron: 
the colony on the African coast. The best hopes of 
its friends are in a fair way to be realized. The ves- 
sel which lately sailed from Boston with a number of 
emigrants, arrived in safety in 34 days passage, and 
all the passengers were landed in good health, and res 
ceived as brothers and sisters by the other settlers. The 
captain of the vessel describes it a3 a delightful place; 
and the despatches from the colonial agent afford the 
strongest evidence of the success of this experiment, 
and of the prosperity of the colony. It is probable 
we shall have it in our power to publish, somewhat in 
detail, the accounts from the agents of the colony.— 
Meanwhile, as a part of the interesting information 
which they furnish, may be mentioned the destruc- 
tion of three sjave-factories by the forces of the 
colony, and an accession of 116 liberated Africans: 
New settlements are forming in the neigs:borhoud of 
the capital, (Monrovia), and it is with pride that the 
friends of this enterprize, and the steady and disinte- 
rested laborers for its welfare, behold, in its present 
aspect, the elements of a great, free, Christian and 
educated people, on a coast hitherto inveloped in the 
thick gloom of ignorance and overshadowing clouds 
of barbarism and superstition. 

It is with great regret the board have heard of the 
death of Mr. Sessions, their agent, who accompanied 
the emigrants from Boston to Liberia, who was taken 
iil-on the retarn voyage, and died on the 4th of 
March, seventeen days after the departure of the ves- 
sel from Liberia. [He was a zealous and able agent, 
and much endeared to the colonists who went out 
with him. Although the climate of Africa is not that 
of the white man, it is gratifying to learn that the 
faithful agent of that colony, Mr. Ashmun, continues 
to enjoy good health. Nat. Int. 
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